
 

 

“It’s almost time for summer worship in 

the garden,” some of you have recently 

called out to me as a greeting.  I cannot 

tell you how much I love those words. 

Truth is, some people love the first warm 

hints of summer so they can play in the 

nutrient-rich dirt of their growing 

gardens, but I love the first warm hints of 

summer so I can play in the spiritually-

rich soil of our Memory Garden.  Some 

people love the first warm breezes of 

spring because they blow out the stale 

winter air through their living room 

windows, but I love the first light breezes 

of spring because they blow in the 

refreshment of summer Sundays across 

the wildlife chatter on Sperry Pond. 

It is no secret that I look forward to 

summer worship around here every year.  

I often have called the Memory Garden a 

worship playground for me, and I am so 

grateful that you provide me that gift 

each summer.  But, more than my own 

delight in our garden services, I love that 

you look forward to summer worship at 

Second Church, too!  

I love that you look forward to summer 

to enjoy its unique style of worship, not 

to enjoy a habitual retreat from worship!  

I love that you celebrate your connection 

with the community of summer church, 

not your absence from the church 

community during the summer.  I love 

that you can find God in church and in 

nature, and can do so simultaneously in 

our summer worship garden.  I love that 

you are disappointed when you miss a 

summer Sunday, because you know you 

will be something good! 

I am not totally naïve.  I know that there 

are some among us who have never 

ventured out on a summer morning to 

experience worship in the garden.  I 

know that there are some among us who 

still look forward to their vacation from 

church each summer.  And I get it. 

I look forward to a vacation from some 

church things in the summer, too.  I look 

forward to a vacation from evening 

meetings.  I look forward to a vacation 

from the extensions of evening meetings 

that happen during coffee hour.  I look 

forward to a vacation from racing 

through dinner to get to my evening 

meetings. 

The Reverend  
Laura A. Gronberg, Pastor 
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Council 
As we head into the summer months, our church Council 

feels productive, refreshed and optimistic about the 

environment and pace of life at Second Church.  There is 

never a dull moment, as our campus is rife with worship, 

education, mission, and celebration throughout the week.  

We have continued to discuss, process, question, approve, 

and review a number of topics and issues including the 

ministry review, expenditures, attendance, Welcoming 

Faiths, our adult education series, and intergenerational 

day of mission.  June will prove a thoughtful opportunity 

to review the congregation’s and Laura’s goals for the 

upcoming year, and to continue collaborating on making 

Second Church the best it can be.   

Meals With The Moderator (Widening the Waistline) is 

finally underway, with the brave Council crew signing up 

to host me for a meal over the next few weeks.  As 

mentioned in my last Messenger submission, I am not 

doing this to get out of cooking at home (Serge does most 

of that).  I am hoping to break bread with you on your 

turf, in your space, with your people.  My goal to is to get 

to know you better, find out what brought you to Second 

Church, what keeps you coming back, and your vision for 

it.  I look forward to hearing from you, significant others, 

and youth.  Please don’t think you need to do something 

fancy or clean your house.  Simple and lived in works for 

me!  If you’d like to schedule something, please feel free 

to email me at moderator@secondchurchboxford.org 

Peace and Blessing, 

Mel Buttaro, Moderator 

“Nametags: so much better than forehead tattoos.“ 

A Summer Blessing 
 

As you plan for summer and then step into it... 

May joy be with you, 

 a traveling companion and true friend. 

May peace interlace your life, 

 and all your dreaming, day and night. 

And may summer be a call to rest and renewal in 

ways that make a difference, if only to you and God, 

who knows exactly what you need, and why.   Amen. 

 

From Scripture Echo:  Resources for Worship & Spiritual Formation 

Before you think I hate evening meetings, let me say, I 

actually enjoy evening meetings, most of the time, 

because I love being with each of you who give your time 

and energy and talent to serve the church and serve our 

God.  But I love getting a break from those meetings, too, 

so that we all can return, revived and renewed, and 

energized to see more clearly what God has in store for 

us.  That is another gift of the summer:  time to gain 

perspective on who we are and what our God is calling us 

to be.   

So, I hope you find renewal with us by the shores of 

Sperry Pond (at the end of our church parking lot) on 

Sunday mornings in the summer (9 am!).  But I also hope 

you find renewal wherever you are, whatever is in store 

for you this summer.  Because, come the fall, we need 

you renewed and re-energized to help us discover what 

God has in store for us next! 

 

In Faith, 

Laura 

mailto:moderator@secondchurchboxford.org


 

 

Trustees 

Total Contributions through 5/31/2014       $83,699 

Loose Plate              4,382 

Other Income                                       21,335 

 

Total Income:                                               $109,416 

 

Total Expense                                           ($135.229) 

  Net Income / Expense                 ($25,813) 

 

Consider mailing in your pledge over the summer to the church office: P.O. Box 508, West Boxford, MA 01885. We 

love that steady stream of income.   

Questions about Pledge Statements should be directed to Jean Bruns at: jeanbbruns@gmail.com. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the church’s finances, I am usually in the office on Tuesdays or you can 

email me at: treasurer@secondchurchboxford.org.  

Betty Obernesser, Treasurer 

Treasurer 
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Capital Campaign Projects: 

Bathroom Renovations: 

Over the summer months we expect to completely 

renovate the existing boys & girls bathrooms on the lower 

Sunday school classroom level.  We also plan to build a 

fully accessible bathroom on the Parish Hall level where 

the old choir room was located.  The space will include 

the bathroom, storage space and a utility sink.  Chip 

Sheehan the builder that completed the lift addition is 

expected to construct the project. 

Park House Floor Joists: 

We also plan to repair the Park House floor joists during 

the summer months.  Currently, the main staircase to the 

second floor has a noticeable tilt to one side.  The floor 

joists need to be raised and provided with new support. 

Maintenance Projects: 

Park House Copy Machine: 

After multiple service visits and many copy delays, the 

Trustees have decided to replace our current black & 

white copy machine.  After much investigation it was 

determined that the Church could benefit from the 

purchase of a color copier.  The actual use of color copies 

will be limited to certain situations because of the added 

cost per copy of 7¢ for color compared to 1¢ for black & 

white.  The use of color will allow us to enhance certain 

publications as well as provide greater flexibility in the 

type of media we produce. 

Church Parking Lot: 

The Church parking lot and accessible parking locations 

will be repainted over the summer.  The accessible spots 

will be larger and more easily identifiable. 

Park House Office Furniture: 

The Church recently received a donation of office 

furniture from Don Latter and Kathy Tucker for use in 

the Park House.  Thank you, Kathy and Don!  The 

furniture is in the process of being moved into Pastor 

Laura’s office and is a vast improvement over her 

existing office furniture.  We are grateful for the gift so 

that we can begin to address a long-identified need to 

make improvements at the Park House. 

Board of Trustees 

David Benson, Peter Clark, Sharon Glass and Dennis 

Kent 

 

mailto:jeanbburns@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer@secondchurchboxford.org
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It is with joy that we welcome Lori Christensen Fahrner 

to our Second Church staff as our Sunday School 

Superintendent.  Lori has been a an active member of 

Second Church for nine years, and has served faithfully as 

a Sunday School teacher, and a member, then Chair, of 

the Board of Christian Education.  It is evident to all who 

know her that Lori has a passion for raising children in 

the Christian faith. 

When Tina de la Cruz stepped down from the 

Superintendent position in December 2013, Lori took 

over most of the Superintendent responsibilities as a 

volunteer.  It did not take long for many church members 

and staff to notice that she was doing much more than 

most volunteers might do.  Furthermore, it was clear that 

she was passionate and enthusiastic about her work.  In 

faith language, it appeared that the Holy Spirit was at 

work, showing us that Lori received a true sense of call to 

serve the church in a new way. 

We are grateful for Lori’s abundant gifts, and that she 

chooses to share them with Second Church as our new 

Sunday School Superintendent! 

4 4  

Lori Fahrner 

I am very excited to be a big-

ger part of the Sunday school 

program. I am looking for 

opportunities to improve and 

grow our programs. If you 

have any ideas or sugges-

tions I would love to hear 

them. I will be taking classes 

to learn more about teaching 

children and hope to get a lot 

of information and creative 

ways to share the Good 

News with our church youth. 

Thank you for putting your trust in me. 

 

We have started fall Sunday school pre-registration. You 

can find the form on the church website. We also have a 

simple renewal registration form that you can fill out if no 

information has changed on your child’s form. These are 

available at the church office or by contacting me. 

Lori Fahrner 

Sunday School News 

Youth and Religion 

A recent conversation with several moms revealed that 

many of us have the same battle with our children on 

Sunday mornings getting them to church and again 

getting them involved in youth group.  Some revealed that 

they have raised the white flag and have given in to 

allowing their kids to “skip” church and/or church 

activities.  Others shared their tactics – which ranged 

from non-negotiation: “It’s who we are and what we do, 

get in the car” to guilt, “All I do for you everyday, this is 

the one thing I ask of you”.  I told my son, “When you 

have nothing to be thankful for, you may skip church” – 

his response was to storm out of the room shouting, 

“that’ll never happen!” (I do hope that is the case all his 

life!)  So is all this stress worth it?  Is going to youth 

group really going to matter? 

According to a recent study (the largest to date) on youth 

and religion (www.youthandreligion.com) it may well be 

worth the effort.  The “Cliff Notes” results of the study 

indicate that while a majority of adolescents identify with 

a religious congregation, many: 

1. Lack the ability to speak articulately about their faith, 

2. Believe that religion is not terribly important to daily 

life; and 

3. Subscribe to a watered-down belief system that the 

authors call Moralistic Therapeutic Deism. 

There is, however, a significant minority of teenagers 

with whom faith does matter.  These youth tend to be 

evangelical or Mormon rather than mainline or Catholic, 

have married, highly educated parents who attend 

religious services often.  They are also more likely to be 

involved in a youth group and to have close friends in a 

religious group. 

Kenda Creasy Dean, author of Almost Christian, 

comments on these results: 

“No matter their background, committed Christian teens 

share four traits: They have a personal story about God 

they can share, a deep connection to a faith community, a 

sense of purpose and a sense of hope about their future. 

She continues. . . 

Continued on the next page 

http://www.youthandreligion.com
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Confirmation   

Many who gathered in worship on Sunday, May 18, were 

touched by the deep faithfulness of the Confirmation 

class, the newest members of our church.  Our seven 

Confirmands spoke from their hearts, and from their 

personal experience of God, when they shared with us 

their Journey of Faith Statements.  The church 

community embraced them, with prayers of blessing and 

words of gratitude, as we celebrated his or her unique 

gifts and welcomed them into full membership among us. 

In addition to the great work of the Confirmation Mentors 

to shepherd our youth through the Confirmation process, 

we added a new component to the program this year.  To 

begin each class, an adult member of the church came 

and spoke to the Confirmands about their own journeys 

of faith.  The adults reflected on the same questions that 

the youth are given as they write their statements which 

are shared with you.  It was truly wonderful to hear the 

varied stories of adults in our community, and it was 

great to model for our youth what it means to be on a 

journey of faith, complete with moments of clarity and 

doubt, of questions and convictions, of strength and 

weakness.  I am reminded again that it “takes a village” 

to raise a child in the church! 

To listen to the Journey of Faith Statements which our 

youth offered on Confirmation Sunday, find a link on our 

website hompage:  www.secondchurchboxford.org. 

Let us celebrate the work and the gifts of our ninth grade 

Confirmation class, including the baptism of Confirmand, 

Mark Peacock. 

Youth and Religion, cont 

There are countless studies that show that religious 

teenagers do better in school, have better relationships 

with their parents and engage in less high-risk behavior, 

she says.  They do a lot of things that parents pray for." 

The study found that parents have the greatest influence 

on their teenager’s faith (not their friends).  Teenagers 

tend to share beliefs similar to their parents, follow the 

same tradition and attend services with a similar 

frequency.  How parents live tends to be the best (or 

worst) curriculum for youth ministry. 

Bottom line, church matters, youth group matters but only 

if it matters to parents and to the congregation.  Does it 

matter? 

In Faith,  

Betsey Guest-Natale 

Much of the information shared here comes from an article 

from Youth Ministries Today; www.ymtoday.com/articles/2664/

the-national-study-of-youth-and-religion-in-a-nutshell 

Confirmation Class 2014  

(L to R) Robert Dodge, Cady Netland, Matt Gronberg, TJ Lieto, 

Sarah Netland, Mark Peacock , Gwen Ellis 

http://www.secondchurchboxford.org
http://www.ymtoday.com/articles/2664/the-national-study-of-youth-and-religion-in-a-nutshell
http://www.ymtoday.com/articles/2664/the-national-study-of-youth-and-religion-in-a-nutshell


 

 

Fourth Sunday of the month Cooking for a Cause – In lieu 

of Sunday school class, we will meet in the Park 

House kitchen to learn how to cook something for a 

local shelter.  It is our hope to have “guest chefs” to 

help teach us how to make their favorite dish.  We will 

be teaching our kids life skills, sharing our gifts with 

our neighbors in need and putting our faith in action. 

Breakfast with Betsey– Started this year, we will continue 

to offer an offsite Sunday school class at a local 

restaurant on three-day weekends.  We spend time 

talking about our faith over eggs and waffles. 

Should there be a fifth Sunday in the month, we hope that 

families will take the time to be together. 

Sunday school will continue on a weekly basis with the 

exception of the fourth Sunday (Cooking for a Cause) 

and special Sundays when youth attend worship with 

their families. 

In Faith,   

 

Betsey Guest-Natale 

Youth Director 

Senior High Youth Ministry – Looking Ahead 

For the past two years we have been trying to shape youth 

ministry to make it easy and accessible for all.   We know 

that consistency is a key to getting youth to participate.  

At the same time we are mindful of the busy schedules 

and full lives of our youth.  To that end, we will be trying 

out a new format for youth ministry for next year. 

Beginning in October, 2014, the youth calendar will look 

something like this: 

First Sunday of the month: Cor Unum, 3:30 PM-7:30 PM 

This is a great opportunity to serve (literally) our 

neighbors in need. 

Second Sunday of the month: Mission Meeting, 11:30 

AM -1:00 PM This meeting is for any youth and adult 

wanting to participate in the week-long mission trip.  

This group may need to meet at other times for 

fundraising purposes but can count on meeting that 

second Sunday unless it is a holiday weekend or a 

school vacation. 

Third Sunday of the month is set aside for fun.  This is 

our time to build community in a fun way.  We may 

need to do something on a Friday or Saturday 

depending on what we do and reservations that we 

may need to make.  This will exclude holiday 

weekends and school vacations. 

Youth Director 
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we learn about the Lakota Sioux nation and their 

journey.  Prayers for safety as we travel and work with 

power tools. Prayers for community as we live in 

community with each other, with other people from 

around the country and with the Lakota Sioux 

people.  Prayers for awe and wonder as we visit places 

like the Badlands and learn first hand what “Big Sky 

Country” really means.  And prayers for open hands, open 

hearts and open minds as we are challenged to accept the 

call to be Jesus' eyes, ears hands, and feet here on earth. 

 

In Faith, 

Betsey Guest-Natale 

Youth Director 

 

We're ready to go!  Fundraising is done (thank-you for 

your support!!), the airline has our names, all that is left to 

be done is a final commissioning and blessing from our 

church.  We hope you will be at worship Sunday, June 8 

to help bless us and send us on our way.   

And while we are in South Dakota (July 5-11) we hope 

you keep us in your prayers.  Prayers for knowledge as 

Re-Member, Pine Ridge, South Dakota 



 

 

A s  t h e  s u m m e r 

approaches, we celebrate 

the second anniversary 

of our three-year 

Widening the Welcome 

capital campaign.   

Hooray!!!  Yipee!!!  

Way to Go!!! 

So much has been accomplished over the past two years.  

We launched a capital campaign with an initial goal of 

raising $500,000.  However, our prayers and joyful 

participation resulted in pledges of nearly $700,000.   

From the contributions received to date we have paid our 

mortgage, replaced the Park House roof, repaired the Park 

House chimneys, removed the damaged railings from the 

church steeple, constructed the lift addition to our church 

building and, most recently, renovated our organ.  Isn’t it 

wonderful to see people who have trouble with stairs 

move easily from floor to floor with the new lift.  

As of April 30, 2014, the financial status of the campaign 

was as follows: 

Pledges made:      

   $696,979 

Receipts:      

   $533,541 

Expenditures:      

   $469,530 

Available Funds:     

   $  64,011 

We still have numerous projects to complete using both 

the funds now available and pledged funds to be paid 

over the coming year.  Ten percent of every dollar over 

$500,000 will be used for special mission/outreach 

projects. A handicapped accessible restroom will be 

constructed across from the kitchen, and the existing 

lower level restrooms will receive an overdue renovation.  

The sagging joist in the Park House will be repaired, and 

the first phase of upgrading the gathering spaces in the 

Park House will be completed.  Windows in the Parish 

Hall addition will be replaced, and the East (Park House 

side) lobby entrance will be upgraded.  Funds will be set 

aside for sanctuary repairs, and the steeple railings and 

finials will be restored.  Hopefully, we will have funds 

left to do more. 

Once again, the timing of projects will depend both on 

how soon contributions are received and when 

construction can be scheduled with the least disruption to 

the many users of our church facilities.  Your timely 

payment of pledged amounts will make it possible to 

avoid delays in scheduling and completing the remaining 

construction. 

To all who have participated in any way in the campaign 

and the projects completed to date: Thank you.  Thank 

you.  Thank you.  To all who continue to participate 

through payments, planning and construction services:  

Thank you again.   

 

Bob Yeaton,  for Sharon Glass and Barc Beahm 

Widening the Welcome Bridge Team 

Widening the Welcome 
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Summer Office Hours begin 

the week of June 9, 2014 

Office Hours  

Tuesday & Thursday 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

In a pastoral emergency, contact the 

Rev. Laura A. Gronberg,  

by email or phone, 

or one of our deacons, whose contact 

information will be available on our 

church phone recording. 

You are invited to bring a lawn chair, 

and enjoy the rustle of the wind and 

the call of the birds, even as you join 

your voices in familiar hymns and 

feast on Holy Communion.  After 

worship, we enjoy fellowship with 

old friends and newcomers alike.  We 

even celebrate a baptism out in the 

garden this June.  Come to reconnect 

with God in creation, God in 

sacrament and God in community! 

Summer Worship 
We are moving up and out!  

Outdoors that is!  And moving up an 

hour earlier!  Our Summer Worship 

services begin on June 16 at 9:00 am, 

and continue through Labor Day 

weekend.  Beautifully situated in our 

Memory Garden, a pine grove 

overlooking Sperry’s Pond at the rear 

of our parking lot, our summer 

worship is casual and intimate, while 

remaining heartening and holy. 

 



 

 

On Sunday June 8th, will celebrate 

the one year anniversary of Second 

Church adopting our Open and 

Affirming (ONA) Covenant.  ONA 

is the United Church of Christ's 

( U C C )  d e s i g n a t i o n  f o r 

congregations, campus ministries, 

and other bodies in the UCC which 

make a public covenant of welcome into their full life and 

ministry to persons of all sexual orientations, gender 

identities, and gender expressions. To commemorate the 

occasion we will enjoy a colorful decorated cake during 

coffee hour. 

I would like to express a word of sincere gratitude to Fred 

Gronberg for assisting us with updating and maintaining 

the content on the Open & Affirming web page on the 

Second Church Web-Site. We were elated to have our 

own page and Fred was just the person to get it just right, 

perfect actually.  If you haven’t seen our web-page, I 

would like to invite you (and encourage you) to give it a 

look.  If you would like to know more about ONA this is 

an excellent resource to do so.  You can also see what we 

are up to. 

Inclusive Committee 
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In our last article we announced our membership with 

Welcoming Faiths, a local coalition of LGBTQ Allies 

from 14 Congregations (and growing) in the Greater 

Merrimack Valley.  We have been an active member with 

this local coalition and see it as a valuable resource for 

outreach.  It has also proven to be an exceptional platform 

to share stories, ideas, lessons learned and knowledge.  

We look forward to our next meeting when it resumes in 

the fall.  We even hope to host members of Welcoming 

Faiths at a future Morning Worship Service(s). 

We are very excited to welcome two new members to our 

committee, Liz Kretsch and Sandi Nason. We have a lot 

of ideas and things we want to accomplish in the coming 

year and certainly having a larger committee will make 

this a lot easier. 

We hope you have a safe and wonderful Summer.  See 

you in the garden! 

Inclusive Blessings, 

Rick Goodrich (Chairman), Liz Kretsch, Martha Law, 

Sandi Nason & Robert Was 

Congratulations to the high school class of 2014   

Graduates 

Your church family is proud of you and honored your 

accomplishments with a blessing and prayer on May 9, 

2014.  Our seniors include: 

 

Matthew Chadwick         Westfield University  

Cameron Coleburn     William Smith College  

Lindsay Hall         Virginia Commonwealth University 

Tyler Huntress   

Harrison Kent       University of Vermont  

Phoebe Law            Emmanuel College  

Margaret Maysek             Purdue University  

Olivia Messenger       Smith College  

Haley Miller          Chapman University  

Natasha Murray        Loyola University, Maryland  

Cameron Netland         Connecticut College  

Jack Wallace    University of California, Santa Barbara  

Connor Yako     University of Michigan 

Special congratulations to Haley Miller and Margaret 

Maysek this year’s recipients of the annual Ladies 

Charitable Society’s scholarship. Haley is a graduate of 

Haverhill High School and Margaret is a graduate of 

Masconomet High School. 
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United Church Mission 
The Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of 

Christ (MACUCC) has been working for years to adapt 

the way that local churches can contribute to the shared 

ministry of the UCC.  Currently, we pay a sum of money 

based on our church membership, and another sum of 

money from our Outreach budget to support Our 

Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM).  Why do we do it that 

way, you may ask?  Because that is the way it has 

“always” been done. 

But what is being proposed is something much closer to 

the kind of giving you are asked to do with our church.  

You are not asked to pay “dues” to Second Church to 

support our shared ministry, but instead are asked to share 

your resources by giving a percentage of your annual 

income through our Stewardship efforts.  The MACUCC 

proposes a similar model, based on a church’s percentage 

of income, not on membership dues.  Should the new plan 

be adopted at the June Mass Conference Annual Meeting, 

churches will be invited to “opt in” to the new way of 

giving.  We would calculate our current giving (from dues 

and OCWM) and its current percentage of our annual 

income, and be asked to at least retain the percentage of 

giving in future years, or slowly increase over time, just 

as you are asked to do with your personal giving. 

Your Boards of Outreach and Trustees, as well as your 

Church Council have seen the proposal from the 

Massachusetts Conference and are comfortable with it.  In 

fact, it makes more sense to them!  You will hear more 

about the plan in the fall, as we would need to adopt this 

new way of calculating our giving to the wider church at 

our Annual Meeting next February. 

If you are wondering why we need to share our resources 

with the wider church at all, you are probably not alone.  

Unfortunately, most of us don’t know much about the 

United Church of Christ or what it does.  Suffice it to say, 

it does a lot!  But, let me give you a few examples of what 

the UCC does for you: 

The UCC helped you to find a new pastor when you 

needed one.  And it gave your pastor, who was 

newly ordained, many support resources in a job 

where some statistics report 50% of new clergy 

quit in the first 5 years! 

The UCC supplies daily devotional materials to your 

inbox to anyone who requests it, as well as 

printed materials for new members, for baptismal 

counseling or marriage counseling, for Sunday 

school curriculum and adult education. 

The UCC provides disaster ministry support globally. 

The UCC advocates for policy changes in 

Washington, D.C. to support peace and justice 

efforts. 

We are blessed to be a part of the United Church of 

Christ, particularly in Massachusetts.  Our Massachusetts 

Conference is one of the strongest in the denomination, 

providing countless renewal resources to its pastors and 

congregations, with the mission of “nurturing local 

church vitality and the covenant among our churches to 

make God’s love and justice real.”  It is wonderful to 

share in the ministry of the wider church, knowing that 

our efforts as a denomination can spread God’s love and 

justice far wider than we can with just our church and 

community.  Isn’t that what God calls us to do? 

 

 The Deacons are eagerly planning a revitalization of the 

Pastoral Care team, a valuable ministry in this church 

which assists us in caring for each other’s needs.   Do you 

like to cook?  Visit?  Organize and direct other people?    

Whatever your talent or interest, there will be a place for 

you.    

 

There will also be an opportunity for varying degrees of 

commitment, as we understand that people often have 

time constraints.  Watch for us in September, when we 

will have more information about how you can become 

involved.   Until then, please begin thinking about how 

you may wish to contribute to this worthwhile ministry. 

Deacons 
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Community Giving Tree 

Whether you recently sponsored a 

Mother's day gift, donated a stroller 

or bassinet, dropped off your child's 

summer clothes, donated or 

purchased an auction item at our 

Garden of Giving fundraiser, or 

carefully assembled a baby bundle, 

you have helped so many children 

this spring! THANK YOU!  

VolunTEEN program  

July 8-August 21 

Teens ages 13-17 can help 

Community Giving Tree on 

Tuesdays,  Wednesdays,  and 

Thursdays from 9am-12pm this 

summer! Space is limited, so sign up 

online by going to our website, 

CommunityGivingTree.org.  Teens 

may work as many days as they are 

able. An orientation meeting is 

scheduled for July 1st,  10am-12pm.  

It’s a great way to meet friends, 

complete community service, and 

make a difference! 

Backpacks, paper, pens, crayons 

and more! 

Look for back–to-school specials this 

summer and help us provide basic 

educational supplies to children this 

coming September. Pens, pencils, 

crayons, markers, folders, glue, and 

paper are all needed. You may leave 

your donations in the bins on the 

porch of Community Giving Tree. 

We have been able to provide 

everyday essentials to 8,000 kids this 

past school year. On average, 120 

social service professionals walk 

through our doors each month to get 

items for the children they help. Your 

support is truly a blessing to many. 

Leslie Levenson 

 

Musings From the Moderator 
Throughout my time at Second Church, I have served on 

various committees, and had numerous conversations 

about the continued concerns regarding attendance, 

membership, and involvement.  While these 

conversations are necessary, the concerns valid, and 

initiatives underway to address them, I’d like to think that 

all of us are responsible for working on this together, not 

just as committees, but as individuals.  The first step is 

being welcoming people, not just a “welcoming 

congregation.”  When you see someone new in church, 

get up and go sit next to them – introduce yourself, 

explain how worship works, invite them to fellowship.  

When you see someone new at fellowship, go up and 

introduce yourself, ask them what brought them to 

Second Church.  If you need to make a note on a scrap of 

paper (or put a note in your phone), write down their 

name so you can remember it next week.  When I was 

church shopping, I felt welcome at Trinity Episcopal and 

the Congregational Church in Topsfield because people 

reached out to me in the sanctuary – they were friendly.  

 

Very simple.  When I dared step downstairs for 

fellowship at Second Church, several people approached 

me, introduced themselves and chatted with me.  They 

also came up to me in subsequent weeks.  That took 

effort; they may have stepped out of their comfort zones 

to do so, but they did it.  And it made a difference; it 

made me feel like I was noticed, that I mattered, and that 

they were happy I was here.  I know how hard it is to get 

out of “your” pew and sit somewhere else.  I respect that 

sometimes we just want to sit and reflect and take a 

peaceful moment before worship starts.  I realize that 

when we get to fellowship, sometimes we just want to see 

our friends, conduct committee business, or get to the 

good cookies before the kids come down.  But please, I 

ask you to consider making that extra effort to be 

welcoming people.  Take the time.  You can make a 

difference. 

In the spirit of “extravagant welcome,” 

Mel 

Grateful Mother’s Day gift recipient. 

http://www.communitygivingtree.org


 

 

11 THE MESSENGER 11 

Annual Meeting/Pot Luck Dinner:  

June 11 – 6 p.m. at Four Mile Village  

Our last meeting of the year will be held in the 

community building at Four Mile Village. Please bring an 

appetizer, casserole or salad. 

200th Anniversary Celebration: 

Kick – Off Ham & Bean Supper: 

Nearly $700 was raised at the LCS Ham and Bean Supper 

Kick-off Celebration on May 17th. The Hall looked 

beautiful with traditional red and white checked 

tablecloths, each set off with a beautiful pot of spring 

annuals. Marge Hildebrand and Periwinkle  (Liz Kretsch) 

gave a brief history of the Ladies Charitable Society. 

Guests were entertained with a medley of songs, 

presented by our wonderful and talented duo, Kimberly 

Robertson and Matthew Condon.  

LCS president, Betty Obernesser, laid down her gavel and 

donned her “chef’s” hat for the day as she and her kitchen 

crew prepared and cooked the sumptuous Ham and Bean 

Supper, which, by the way, was topped off with “Create 

your own Benson’s Ice Cream Sundaes”.   

Proceeds from the Ham & Bean Supper support the Parish 

Hall Kitchen Improvement Fund.  

Quilt Drawing: 

The LCS Yo-Yo Quilt and the Young Girl’s Quilt raffle 

winners were drawn at the LCS Kick-off Celebration. 

Winner of the Young Girl’s Quilt was our own Jane 

Chadwick. Erinn Crote, who lives on neighboring 

Belvedere Road, was the lucky winner of the Yo-Yo quilt. 

Congratulations Jane and Erinn! 

Other Birthday Celebration events: 

An “All Member” “9 square quilt” project for “all 

member” participation to be completed and 

awarded to a lucky winner at the final event on 

May 16th, 2015. 

Keepsake Booklet...for the LCS 200th Birthday 

Celebration. We need photos…. Do you have 

any old photos of LCS activities? Our “Keepsake 

Booklet” will include LCS history, recipes, and 

photos of members and events that have taken 

place over the years.  

We are also looking for memorabilia of LCS events 

from years past for a Pictorial Display which will 

be featured at the Harvest Supper  

Winter Event: To brighten up those short, cold, 

snowy days following the hustle and bustle of the 

Holiday Season, LCS is planning a Dinner and 

Pageant. Stay tuned for details as they develop.  

Summer Schedule Wednesday Morning Crafters to be 

announced. Check with Sue Was, 978-887-0414. 

 

Ladies Charitable Society 
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Celebrate Pentecost: 

the birthday of the church! 

Sunday June 8, 2014 

All are invited to wear red, 

as it is the color of celebration. 

 

Also on June 8: 

Mission Trip Commissioning 

Celebrate the Anniversary of our 

Open and Affirming Covenant 

Special Congregational Meeting 

to approve the purchase of a copier 

for the church office. 

We’re Ready!  

Summer Worship begins June 15, 2014 

in our Memory Garden. 

Return Service Requested 


