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Advent, 2014 

The MessengerThe Messenger  

For years, our Christmas Cards have 

displayed a collage of family photos.  

It is true that with a photographer for 

my beloved, I am blessed with so 

many fabulous photos taken in any 

given year that it is hard to choose 

just one at year’s end.  So, long ago 

we decided it would be fun to give 

loved ones from afar a photographic 

smattering of our year.  Or at least 

that is what we told ourselves.  The 

truth is that we rarely had one photo 

that did the trick.  Everyone knows 

the challenge of getting just the right 

family Christmas card photo.  Even 

we, who take hundreds of photos 

each year, find it impossible to 

choose one which manages to 

showcase our whole family well. 

There are the 

obvious photographic issues which 

occur.  Maybe one person looks 

oddly like she has one eye swollen 

shut, or another person looks like he 

has a severe case of indigestion.  In 

some photos everyone is looking the 

wrong way, or a mantel decoration 

rises from someone’s head, or the 

sunlight is blinding the whole group, 

leaving them both squinty and 

ghastly pale.  But I can honestly say, 

these are not the issues we typically 

face when choosing the perfect 

Christmas card photo. 

Our problem is not usually with the 

photos themselves, so much as the 

events.  It has always been rare to 

have us all in one place for one 

picture-perfect moment.  Partly, it is 

the challenge of a blended family.  

The span of years between the oldest 

and youngest children in our family 

is great.  Now, they are not often in 

the same place at the same time, even 

for the holidays.  But, in truth, we 

had this problem even before our 

older children flew the coop, so to 

speak. 

The 

problem was not  s imply 

geography or scheduling.  The issue 

was much deeper than that.  In our 

family, perhaps like in yours, the 

holidays were both the times when 

we all planned to be together, and 

also the hardest events for some 

among us to actually make it.  Event 

after event, those among us who 

struggled with depression or anxiety 

or addiction or grief had trouble 

getting there.  Though I wish it were 

not so, most holiday events are laden 

unintentionally with expectations and 

pressure, which can push the most 

vulnerable among us to the edge, or 

occasionally over it. 

We should have known that if there 

was going to be a problem – a time 

when any one of these life challenges 

reared its ugly head to demand 

attention – it would surely be before 

a large family gathering.  I mean, 

family is complicated, and so are 

holidays, right?  So I really don’t 

know why it surprised us every time.  

Against all good reasoning, we have 

this terrible presumption that 

holidays, especially ones as tradition-

laden as Christmas, are supposed to 

be perfect.  We work hard to decorate 

the house perfectly, and prepare the 

food perfectly, and buy the gifts 

perfectly, and plan the party 

perfectly.  But what are we thinking?  

Can you honestly remember a picture

-perfect Christmas in your life? 

So when it comes to our Christmas 

card photos, we look for just the right 

photo from the past year and we see 

again how each gathering was 

somehow incomplete or imperfect.  

There are the photos when someone 

was absent unexpectedly from the 

event, and therefore not in the photo.  

And there are photos where those 

gathered bear angst or weariness 

upon their faces, vainly trying to hide 

the traumatic toll of one person’s 

pain as it is shared among each 

member of the family. 

In church, we know that there is no 

such thing as perfect.  And we know 

what a blessing it is to be together 

anyway.  In church, we know that 

there is no one picture that showcases 

our story well.  And we know what a 

blessing it is to have a smattering of 

stories to share anyway.  In church, 

we know that Christmas is 

complicated.  And we know what a 

blessing it is that Christ is 

born among us 

anyway. 

A Letter from our Pastor 

continued on page 2 
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The Reverend  

Laura A. Gronberg, Pastor 

 

Moderators Musings 

After much discernment and many meetings, we have forged ahead with 

establishing our goals for the year.  Thanks to all who participated in the gathering 

of feedback! 

1. Create a Vision Statement. 

2. Build a community where members and friends are able to find ways to engage 

in and contribute towards the life of the church in ways that are meaningful to 

them. 

3. Build a community where members and friends feel valued, appreciated, and 

recognized. 

a. Revitalize our pastoral care teams 

b. Send a sermon to those who can’t be in worship – the homebound, the 

graduates, etc. 

c. Facilitate spiritual growth within the church 

d. Outreach becoming more multi-generational and community-based. 

4. Educate the congregation on the concept of endowment/planned giving. 

As we pursue our goals, let’s remember to be joyful and invitational. As we 

continue to encourage everyone to make and wear their nametags, we are 

investigating options for nametag storage! A reminder of the Budget Hearing 

January 18,, and our Annual Meeting February 1. 

Hope to see you at the West Boxford Winterfest, December 6! 

Mel Buttaro, Church Moderator 

Ministry Goals 

 
Pastor’s Letter 1 

Moderator 2 

Council 2 

Advent Schedule 3 

Polar Express 4 

Christmas Poinsettia Order 4 

Christmas Pageant 4 

Advent Workshop 5 

Greens Workshop 5 

Deacons 5 

Trustees 6 

United Church Mission 6 

Widening the Welcome 7 

Treasurer 7 

Inclusive Committee 8 

Community Giving Tree 8 

Sunday School 9 

Youth 9 

Outreach 10 

Stewardship  10 

Ladies Charitable 11 

As we head into the flurry of the 

holidays, let’s take a moment (or more) 

to reflect upon those for whom the 

holidays are difficult.  For those of us 

who adore the holidays, we may still 

need to pause and take a deep breath and 

hold a contemplative thought.   

Now that I have survived the early 

action/early decision deadlines, as well 

as my conference, I am attempting to 

progress in my scheduling of Meals with 

the Moderator.  If you are “ready” to 

have me over for dinner on a 

weeknight or breakfast/lunch/brunch 

on a weekend, please let me know.  

Beware, I may be approaching you at 

Fellowship!  I so look forward to 

hearing more about your history with 

Second Church and 

what it means to you 

and your family! 

Blessings, love, 

and peace,  

Mel  

In church, we know that holidays are the hardest events for those who are 

struggling.  And we know what a blessing it is to gather together anyway.  If 

Christmas is hard for you this year – or if it is hard for you every year – come to our 

healing service on Wednesday, December 10 at 7:30pm.  It is made for you, and for 

me, and for all of us who recognize that Christmas is never as picture-perfect as we 

would like it to be.  Nevertheless, in church, we know the blessing of gathering our 

imperfect selves before our perfectly gracious God and asking God to make a great 

collage out of the smattering of imperfect, incomplete, loss-laden, heart-broken, 

family-torn, life-worn images we offer.  And God does.    Blessings, 

Laura 
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Sunday 

November 30 
10:00 a.m. First Sunday in Advent “Hope” 

Saturday 

December 6 

  9:00 a.m.— 

  3:00 p.m. 

Ladies Charitable Society’s Christmas Boutique and 

West Boxford Village Winter Festival 

Sunday 

December 7 
10:00 a.m. 

Second Sunday in Advent “Peace” 

          White Gifts Sunday 

      Present your gifts (in white gift bag) to the 

      Holy Family.  Gifts aid local families in need. 

 11:30 a.m. 

Advent Workshop 

          Tradition with a twist:  fun for the entire family! 

          Event includes a light lunch, crafts for all, and caroling. 

   6:00 p.m. 
Advent Worship at Merrivista Senior Housing, Haverhill 

           Join our choirs for communion worship. 

Wednesday 

December 10 
  7:30 p.m. 

Blue Christmas Healing Service 

          Are you facing illness, grief, loneliness, loss, sorrow? 

          This evening of worship is made for you.   

Friday 

December 12 
  6:00 p.m. 

Polar Express Family Movie and Dinner Train 

          Reserve your tickets on-line!  All Aboard! 

Sunday 

December 14 
10:00 a.m. 

Third Sunday in Advent “Joy” 

          Christmas Pageant 

Sunday 

December 21 
10:00 a.m. 

Fourth Sunday in Advent “Love” 

          Christmas Sunday 

Wednesday 

December 24 

  5:00 p.m. 
 

11:00 p.m. 

Family Candlelight Service 
 

Candlelight Communion Service 
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Our annual Christmas 

Pageant will be during 

worship on Sunday, 

December 14th! We hope 

that you and your child 

will want to participate 

in the pageant.  There is 

opportunity for speaking roles, non-speaking roles and 

musical solos.  If you are interested, please contact 

Kimberly Robertson at kickitonthekeys@hotmail.com 

with your intentions before Sunday, December 7th.   

 

If you or your child desire to play a particular role, please 

indicate that in your e-mail, with the understanding that 

everyone will have a role, but it may not be possible to 

accommodate all requests. If your talents lie in 

production support we are also looking to revitalize our 

costumes and props.  Any and all talents are welcome! 

 

We will hold a pageant rehearsal on Saturday, December 

13th from 2 pm to 3 pm in the sanctuary. If you or your 

child are not able to attend rehearsal, please indicate that 

in your e-mail, as it will have a bearing on what role may 

be given.  

 

The Board of Christian Education  

Christmas Pageant 

THE MESSENGER  

Christmas Poinsettias 2014 

 

Donor’s Name: __________________________________________ 

 

Phone number: __________________________________________ 

 

E-mail: ________________________________________________ 

 

Please print clearly what you would like written in the Christmas bulletin.  Please include the 

names of those you wish to honor, celebrate or memorialize as well as the names/family 

members paying this tribute – example:  Given by the Benson family in celebration of the Christmas Season. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Poinsettias tributes are $12.00 each.  Please make check payable to the Second Congregational Church and designate for 

“Christmas Poinsettias.”  Additional donations to the Decorating Fund are always accepted.  Return this completed form 

with your payment to the church office.  Order deadline is Monday, December 8, 2014. 

□   Check this box if you would like to take your Poinsettia home with you after the Christmas Eve Service.   

mailto:kickitonthekeys@hotmail.com?subject=Christmas%20Pageant
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The  Board  of Christian 

Education invites you to the 

48 t h  Annual Advent 

Workshop.  This is an event 

for the entire congregation.  Please come and join the 

fun. 

Beautiful crafts will be created by both children and 

adults.  Gingerbread cookies will be decorated with all 

manner of holiday BLING!  You’ll have a chance to 

make an Advent wreath. 

L u n c h  w i l l  b e  s e r v e d 

immediately following church.  

Enjoy the delicious chili and 

chicken orzo soup.  Sweet treats 

will be served.  The afternoon 

concludes with Christmas carols. 

So mark your calendars for 

Sunday, December 7th from 

11:30 am—1:30 pm and meet in 

the Parish Hall.    

See you all there! 

Advent Workshop 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
Matthew 2:10 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PROJECTS 

Proceeds from the Capital Campaign have resulted in a 

great many enhancements to the Church property: 

 The elimination of all Church debt 

 Replacement of the Park House roof 

 Restoration of the Church organ 

 The construction of the Church Lift addition 

 Addition of an accessible bathroom and 

renovation of all existing Church bathrooms 

 Painting of the Church pews, floor and wall 

behind pulpit 

 Structural repairs to the Park House  

 The accumulation of an Outreach special projects 

fund (10% of all proceeds collected over 

$500,000) 

Currently the Trustees are focusing on improvements to 

the Park House gathering spaces.  The planning process 

has begun and we hope to begin work during late winter 

and early spring.  This summer’s projects include painting 

the exterior of the Church and possibly replacing the 

Parish Hall windows.  When these projects get completed 

is dependent upon the timely collection of Capital 

Campaign pledges. 

MAINTENANCE PROJECTS 

Parish Hall Fire Escape: 

Dennis Kent has refinished and painted the metal fire 

escape located off the rear door to the Parish Hall. 

Dirty Sunday: 

The congregation had another successful clean-up day on 

Dirty Sunday.  The number of volunteers seems to 

increase every year.  Increased attendance may be the 

result of the exceptional breakfast served just prior to 

worship service. 

Furnace: 

One of our 7 furnaces failed this fall.  The furnace serving 

the lower Sunday School classrooms required a new 

$1750 heat exchanger. 

Board of Trustees 

David Benson, Peter Clark, 

Sharon Glass and Dennis Kent 

Trustees 

Our Gifts in the World 

When we dedicate our offering in 

worship on Sundays, we bless it for the 

work it will do in God’s name in the 

world.  Our gifts need to be blessed, 

and we as the givers need to be 

reminded:  we give to further God’s 

work in the world. 

Yet, do we know what our gifts do in 

the world?  We know that our gifts 

support the church: everything from 

electricity and snow plowing to salaries 

and office supplies.  But do we know 

what our gifts do beyond our doors?  

Well, our most valuable gift that goes 

beyond our doors is you.  You go forth 

to do God’s work in the world! 

But we support lots of organizations 

that work to feed and clothe and shelter 

people:  Emmaus, Community Giving 

Tree and Citizens for Adequate 

Housing among them.  Among our 

gifts, we give to the Wider Mission of 

the United Church of Christ.  This year, 

with a change in how we calculate our 

giving to the UCC, we will look afresh at 

what our gifts are doing in the world. 

In the Massachusetts Conference of the 

UCC, our gifts help to support a program 

to train Church Educators; a program 

which Tina once attended, and now Lori 

is utilizing.  They have provided 

programs for our Stewardship leaders 

and our ONA work.  They provide 

support opportunities and collaborative 

resources for our pastor and our youth 

director. 

But they also provide advocates for 

justice work.  Our Conference Minister 

works in countless ways to advocate for 

our earth in the face of devastating 

climate change.  He has been arrested for 

civil disobedience protesting the 

pipeline, and has advocated on a national 

stage for divestment from fossil fuels.  

We support his justice work, and his 

earth advocacy with our gifts. 

The UCC has also done justice 

advocacy around health care for our 

poorest citizens and around hunger 

issues affecting the world.  Where we 

as a church can feel good about 

gathering food supplies for local 

pantries, we can also feel good that we 

are supporting the political work to 

address hunger issues on a global 

stage. 

Of course, this is just a small sample of 

what our gifts do beyond the walls of 

our church.  So, when you join in 

dedicating our offering each week, for 

the work it does in our church and 
beyond our church in the world, 

celebrate how your gifts are being 

leveraged to do God’s work in the 

world! 
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Widening the Welcome — Transition Team 

THE MESSENGER  

Treasurer  
 

Total Contributions through 10/31/2014      $167,701 

Loose Plate               7,072 

Other Income                            34,503 

Total Income:                                                $209,276 

 

Total Expense                               ($253.000) 

  Net Income / Expense                 ($43,724) 

Questions about Pledge Statements should be directed to Jean Bruns at: jeanbbruns@gmail.com. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the church’s finances, I am usually in the office on Tuesdays or you can 

email me at: treasurer@secondchurchboxford.org.  

Betty Obernesser, Treasurer 

During the fall additional 

improvements have been made to 

the Park House with Widening 

the Welcome capital campaign 

funds.  A massive beam was 

installed above Stefanie’s office 

to remedy the sagging floor on the second story.  At the 

same time, the ceiling in that office was replaced and 

walls repaired.  New windows were also installed to help 

prevent the loss of heat in the area of the thermostat. 

The Trustees have walked through the Park House with 

members of committees who use that space to plan 

improvements to the gathering spaces in that building.  

While that work should begin this winter, the timing of 

additional improvements to our church building depends 

in large part on when the remaining capital campaign 

pledges are paid.  If you have not completed payment of 

your pledge and can pay before the end of 2014, please do 

so.  Your early payment will enable the Trustees to 

schedule work sooner. 

As of the end of October, we have almost reached the 

milestone of $600,000 in capital campaign receipts.  As 

voted by the Church, 10% of our receipts in excess of 

$500,000 are being set aside for an outreach fund.  We 

have added nearly $10,000 to that fund.   

The financial status of Widening the Welcome as of 

October 31, 2014 is as follows: 

Pledges made:    $696,979 

Receipts:    $598,258 

Expenditures  

(includes allocation to outreach of $9,826):  

     $537,180 

Available Funds:     $61,078 

I have been asked when the capital campaign will end.  

We made our pledges in early 2012 with the goal of 

paying those pledges within a three year period.  That 

scheduled payment period will end in the spring of 2015.  

What if a family cannot fulfill its pledge by the end of 

that three year period?  Will payments still be accepted?  

Will those payments still go toward Widening the 

Welcome projects? 

Please be assured that all contributions to the capital 

campaign, even if made after we celebrate the end of the 

planned payment period, will be accepted with much joy 

and great thanks.  All contributions designated as capital 

campaign contributions will be used exclusively for 

approved capital campaign purposes.   

Thank you again to all of you who have contributed to 

date and to all of you who continue to make sacrifices to 

fulfill your pledges.  

Bob Yeaton, for Sharon Glass and Barc Beahm 

mailto:jeanbbruns@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer@secondchurchboxford.org
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Inclusive Committee 

On Sunday Nov 19th we recognized the 30th Anniversary 

of Open and Affirming (ONA) in the UCC. The Open and 

Affirming movement has blessed congregations, restored 

hope to families, opened up new possibilities for mission 

and evangelism, and empowered congregations to 

advocate boldly.  We commemorated the anniversary 

with an informational table during coffee hour and 

through a donation we handed out rainbow lanyards for 

name badges.  If you would like a lanyard there is still a 

supply of them at the name badge table; we invite you to 

display them proudly. 

Over the summer months, we were asked to participate in 

a geo-mapping survey.  The project was an initiative by 

the Massachusetts Commission on LGBTQ youth, the 

Fenway Institute and youth serving state agencies under 

the Executive Office of Health and Human Services.  The 

survey was used to create a map and database of 

providers who offer affirming services to LGBTQ youth.  

We are proud to announce that through their review 

Second Church had now been listed as a resource for 

LGBTQ youth and their allies.  We owe a very special 

thank you to the “widening the welcome campaign” 

because if it was not for the restroom enhancements we 

would have been excluded from being listed as a resource 

for the transgender, queer and/or non-conforming  

communities and their allies.  This initiative also provided 

the needed resources and access to additional information.  

The Inclusive Committee will be reviewing these 

resources over the coming months and make any 

necessary recommendations to Church Council in an 

effort to continue to live the vision of being an ONA 

Congregation.  

Over the winter months, the Inclusive Committee has 

preliminary plans to offer a video series of LGBTQ 

related documentaries and educational titles. The video 

series is still in the planning stages and we will 

communicate further information as we finalize the 

details. 

Christmas Blessings, 

Rick Goodrich (Chairman) 

Liz Kretsch, Martha Law, 

Sandi Nason & Bob Was  

Community Giving Tree 

Growing to Serve 

More in Need  We are 

very fortunate to have 

received a grant from 

t h e  C u m m i n g s 

F o u n d a t i o n  t h a t 

allowed us to lease 

additional storage 

space. We moved into 

the 3,000 square foot 

warehouse located at 2 

DeBush Avenue, Middleton, in October.  We will now be 

able to accept more off-season donations and store them 

along with the hundreds of toy donations we collect year 

round.  Once we’ve settled in, we will invite you to an 

open house…We’re just off Route 114!  
 

Twice Loved Toy Sales 

In the beginning, there were toys. In fact, it was the 

annual Toy Fair that inspired us to create Community 

Giving Tree. The funds raised by selling toys have 

allowed us to collect and distribute gently used goods to 

thousands of low income children for the last 6 years. We 

are now expanding to 4 toy sales a year, at different 

locations, and re-branding the business (Twice Loved 

Toys).  
 

Volunteers Needed! 
Teens (ages 13-17) are needed to 

help afterschool on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 3-5 pm and the 

first Saturday each month from 9 

am-12 pm.  Advanced sign up 

required by going to our website. 
 

Spirit of Giving during West Boxford Winter Festival  

Saturday, December 6th, 9am-12pm Community 

Giving Tree invites Winter Festival shoppers to take a 

moment to remember children in need by bringing new 

hats, mittens, PJs, socks, and underwear to decorate our 

Holiday Giving Tree. 
 

Merry Christmas, 

Leslie     www.CommunityGivingTree.org 

New Warehouse Middleton 
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Hurricane Irene Relief—Our Youth Mission 
We’re heading to Vermont!  In 2011, hurricane Irene 

devastated central Vermont with what was considered the 

worst flooding in 83 years, dumping up to 15 inches of 

rain in the area!  Today families are still trying to recover 

from the damages.  In response to this disaster, Central 

Vermont Mission was created, transforming a shuttered 

church into a mission station.  CVM will provide us with 

housing and work projects. We will also have some time 

to explore the area and visit some points of interest. 

Equally exciting are the dates we will be away.  We will 

depart on Friday, June 26, 2015 and return Friday, July 3, 

2015.  This will be the first time in several years we will 

be home for the 4th of July weekend.  One other exciting 

part of this trip – Ben and Jerry’s factory store is just a 

short 30 minutes away!  What will it be: Chubby Hubby 

or Cherry Garcia?  Because we are staying local and this 

trip is relatively inexpensive, we will save the auction/

dinner to help fund next year’s trip.   

If you interested in joining us as a participant or as a 

chaperone, please check out the information packet on the 

church’s web site or e-mail Betsey Guest-Natale 

(youth@secondchurchboxford.org) with any questions 

you may have. 

The Nursery is going strong with up to seven babies each 

week. Our nursery coordinator, Lisa Shores, would love 

to have some more volunteers helping her care for our 

littlest members. If you are interested you can see her 

most Sundays in the nursery. It will bring a smile to your 

heart to be with those sweet children. 

Elementary Classes have been learning the beginning of 

the Bible stories this year; including Adam and Eve, 

Noah, Isaac and Sarah, Joseph and his coat and dreams. 

This will change in the new year to stories, crafts and 

games about the birth of Jesus, the people touched by 

Jesus, and the miracles of Jesus. 

Workshop Rotation is currently studying Christmas 

Around the World. We will be making candles, 

masquerade masks, paper chains and flower ornaments, 

and having a Posada (search for an inn). Starting in 

January, we will be learning about Paul’s conversion, his 

travels, and about Lydia, a rare woman hero of the Bible. 

We will be playing Jeopardy, tie-dyeing shoelaces, 

learning a skit, and baking upside-down treats, because 

God can sometimes make drastic changes in our lives. 

Middle school students are continuing to ask, and after a 

cartoon video and lively discussion, answer for 

themselves some difficult questions around the subjects of 

God, the Bible and Jesus. 

These classes teach our children in a fun and multifaceted 

way so that they continue to learn about God, Jesus, the 

Bible and our place in the world as Christians. The 

teachers and I appreciate you encouraging your children 

to attend. 

I am also looking for more teachers. I would love to have 

you volunteer to be an art helper for the younger kids, a 

workshop rotation teacher, or a middle school facilitator. 

It is not hard at all and really very fun. I am here to help 

with anything a teacher might need. 

In Faith, 
 

Lori Fahrner, 

Sunday School Superintendent 

Sunday School Superintendent  

MacKenzie House 

with the former 

MacKenzie Memorial 

United Methodist 

Church  in  the 

background. 

MacKenzie House 

serves as a dorm, 

dining and program 

space for VIM teams  

Please look for an invitation in early January for your 5th 

grade child to join the Joyful Feast Communion 

Education program. The program will begin in early 

February and continue until Maundy Thursday on April 

2nd. We will meet approximately 7 times and have the 

opportunity to learn about the origins of communion, 

participate in a Seder meal, make our own chalice from 

clay, participate in communion in a different church, and 

learn about the separate parts and traditions of 

communion in our church.  

Joyful Feast 
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Serving the Community through Outreach 

Reaching out to others, both inside and outside our 

church family has always been a vital goal of Second 

Church.  The Board of Outreach has been especially 

active this fall to promote that mission. 

In October we sponsored a fulfilling  mission to the Food 

Project in Beverly where members of our church helped 

with the harvest. This was our second trip to a Food 

Project farm and is an organization we may decide to 

support actively next year. The Food Project joins inner 

city youth with suburban youth and adults to work at 

urban farms to grow fresh produce for those who cannot 

afford  to buy such produce on their own. Nov. 8 saw a 

very different kind of adult mission when about 20 folks 

from Second Church went to IMEC, a non-profit 

organization at the former Western Electric/Lucent plant 

in North Andover.  IMEC assembles medical facility 

suites, such as an emergency room or a medical testing 

laboratory, from donated equipment that is still in good 

condition and is fully functional.  While we were there 

we saw a packaged emergency suite that was labeled for 

Nairobi.  We helped to repackage all kinds of medical 

supplies that had been donated.  IMEC has few paid staff 

and depends on volunteers for about 95 percent of their 

operation.  It was a uniquely rewarding experience. 

On Sunday Nov. 16, Outreach sponsored the annual 

Thanksgiving Ingathering of non-perishable food items.  

Haven from Hunger in Peabody and Emmaus in 

Haverhill welcomed the contributions of Second Church 

to help their mission of feeding needy families. 

Outreach was given the opportunity of designating a 

portion of the Harvest Supper money, and has chosen to 

use it to help feed people in the local area by funding the 

food pantries in Boxford, Middleton, and Topsfield. 

Anything more from Outreach?  There certainly is, for 

this is the time of year when generosity and joy of giving 

take on special meaning.  The traditional White Gifts 

Sunday is scheduled for Dec. 7.  Each parishioner brings 

a gift of children’s toys or clothing in a white bag, and we 

will march through the church singing old familiar 

Christmas carols, leaving the gifts at a live Nativity scene.  

These White Gifts then go to Community Giving Tree 

and Emmaus to bring a bit of joy to some child in need.  It 

is a truly touching tradition. 

And Outreach will offer still another opportunity for 

joyful giving on Sunday, Dec. 21, when a special 

Christmas offering called the Christmas Fund (formerly 

Veterans of the Cross) will take place.  As the name 

indicates, the proceeds from this annual offering are used 

to benefit retired ministers, many of whom have rather 

meager retirement income.  So please plan to support 

veteran clergy through Veterans of the Cross. 

One more item.  There is a large OUTREACH bulletin 

board next to the stage in the Parish Hall.  Chris Johnson 

faithfully posts “Thank You” letters and other information 

from the 20 non-profit organizations that the 2014 

Outreach budget supports.  These postings are a great way 

to see for yourself some of the unique ways Second 

Church promotes the missions that these organizations 

provide.  So please make it a point to take a good look at 

the OUTREACH bulletin board. 

A Tradition of Generosity 

My maternal ancestors were 

Presbyterians who emigrated 

from Scotland and settled in 

Western Pennsylvania in the 

early 1800’s. My mother was 

born and raised there and so 

was I. My wedding took place 

not far from my home, at the Slippery Rock Presbyterian 

Church in Wayne Township (named after Gen. “Mad” 

Anthony Wayne). In preparing for the ceremony, I 

learned some early family history as it related to the 

Slippery Rock Church. 

The church was first constructed in 1803. It was made of 

logs with a dirt floor and no seats. Then, in 1825, a frame 

church was constructed to replace the log church. It stood 

until 1863. Then the present church was erected. During 

that time, my great-great grandfather was serving in the 

76th Pennsylvania Regiment of the Union Army. 

According to family history, he sent home a substantial 

portion of his Army pay to support the construction of the 

new church. His letters home tell of his love for “the old 

Slippery rock” and how much he missed seeing his 

friends at church meetings.  

Today, as a member of Second Church, it gives me joy to 

carry on the tradition and practice of generous giving that 

for me dates back to the early 19th century in 

Pennsylvania. 

Chris Barensfeld, Stewardship 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Wayne
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It has been a bittersweet few months for the members of 

Ladies Charitable.  We celebrated the lives of two of our 

long time members, Dorothy Chadwick on October 4th, 

and Jane Messenger on October 17th.  Both women were 

beloved members of Ladies Charitable and will be greatly 

missed.  On a happier note we celebrated the marriage of 

Evelyn Barden and Harold Simpson on November 15th. 

We were grateful to be a part of the beginning of this new 

chapter in their lives and we wish them all the best.  

 

The next few months are 

busy ones for our 

organization.  We have two 

major events coming up in 

December and January.  On 

December 6th we have our 

Holiday Boutique (see 

details below).  This is our 

biggest fundraiser of the 

year and we hope you will come out and support us.  On 

January 10th we will be hosting our famous Ham and 

Bean Supper   What a wonderful way to get out of the 

house during the cold winter months and enjoy a warm 

meal and the fellowship of your church family.  Please 

feel free to invite a friend as this event is open to all. 

 

In addition we will be holding our monthly meetings on 

the second Wednesday of the month. December will be 

our holiday party and Cookie Swap and in January we 

will be visiting Bob Richter’s Orchid Greenhouse in 

North Reading.   

 

The Ladies Charitable Society wishes you all a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

LCS EVENTS: 

Holiday Boutique/ Yuletide Marketplace 

December 6th – 9:00a.m. To 3:00p.m. 

Parish Hall / Lincoln Hall 

Find the perfect gift for that hard to please person on your 

list or stock up on unique Christmas ornaments and 

holiday baked goods.  There are lots of reasonably priced 

items for the younger members of your family to 

consider.  Stay for lunch at the Reindeer Café.  And of 

course don’t forget to visit Santa! Once again we will be 

partnering with the West Boxford Improvement Society 

so the whole village will be abuzz with activity.  This 

event is a fun day for the whole family.  You won’t want 

to miss it!   

 

Ham & Bean Supper 

January 10, 2015 – 5p.m. 

Parish Hall  

Get out of your house and enjoy a night out with friends 

and family.  We will be serving a hearty meal of Ham, 

Beans, Mac and Cheese, & Cole Slaw and Dessert. 

Hotdogs and Chips will be available for the children and 

young at heart.    

 

LCS MEETINGS: 

Christmas Luncheon / Cookie Swap 

December 10th – 12noon 

Park House 

We will once again treat everyone to a luncheon featuring 

three soups from three LCS members.  Bring a batch of 

your favorite holiday cookies and go home with an 

assortment, at our second annual Cookie Swap.  Please 

provide a recipe for your cookie. We will be assembling a 

cookbook of all the recipes .  The cookbook will be 

available after the holidays. 

Hostesses:  Barbara Was, Betty Obernesser, Bev Killam 

Reflection: Shirley Stromberg 

 

Orchids-Bob Richter 

January 14th – Meet at Park House at 12 noon to 

carpool.  (Program to start at 1p.m. at 283 Elm Street, 

North Reading MA) 

Bob will delight us with his knowledge of growing 

orchids and treat us to a tour of his green house.  Enjoy a 

little spring in the dead of winter.  For those wishing to 

carpool meet at the Park House at 12 noon.  Cars will 

leave at 12:15 SHARP! 

THE MESSENGER  

Ladies Charitable  Society 

 

Holiday Boutique and Yuletide Marketplace 

Saturday December 6  
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

Second Congregational Church,  
Parish Hall and Lincoln Hall,  

West Boxford 

Rudolph's Luncheonette 

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Parish Hall 
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Christmas Eve Worship 
 

5:00 PM    Family Candlelight Service 

11:00 PM Candlelight and Communion 

 

We will hold two beautiful Christmas Eve Services to accommodate 

families and friends with their busy schedules. 


