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Perhaps more than ever, we long for 

Resurrection this year.  We have 

been entombed in the weighty snow 

for an eternity.  We have been 

confined by the icy earth for weeks 

on end.  We have been bound by the 

bitter cold for too long.  We have 

been buried in a deep isolation for 

forever – and a day.  Part of us is 

dying, and we long for resurrection:  

for new life, for new hope, for new 

growth, for new excitement.  When 

will that day ever come? 

Winter brings a kind of lifelessness to 

our trees and plants and grass.  The 

new life of spring is often all the 

more sweet because of the fallowness 

of winter.  But this year, the 

listlessness of winter has crept into 

every corner of our lives.  There is 

too much to manage just to 

accomplish our daily routines to 

think very far beyond them.  So it has 

been a particular challenge to focus 

our efforts on Spiritual Practices for 

Action this Lent.  There seems to be a 

tremendous chasm between the 

inertia we feel from a long and 

lifeless winter, and the persistent and 

spirited demand to do for others as 

Christ would have us do. 

Add to that, the fact 

that it has been difficult 

to get to church.  We 

even cancelled worship 

once this winter, due to 

the terrible travel 

conditions and justified 

safety concerns.  So 

our attendance reflects the winter’s 

challenges, too.  Thus, it feels like we 

have been lying fallow at church, too.   

But I am afraid that we need 

Resurrection not just in our small 

corner of the world, but in every 

corner of the world.  Think about 

those who have been entombed in 

weighty oppression for an eternity.  

Think about those who have been 

confined by icy relationships for 

weeks on end.  Think about those 

who have been bound by bitter 

injustices for far too long.  Think 

about those who have been buried in 

deep warfare for forever – and a day.  

Part of the world is dying, and we 

long for resurrection:  for new life, 

for new hope, for new growth, for 

new excitement.  When will that day 

ever come? 

Jesus  said,  “I  am the 

resurrection and the life. Those 

who believe in me, even though 

they die, will live, 26 and 

everyone who lives and believes 

in me will never die.  Do you 

believe this?”          John 11:25-26 

Jesus asks, “Do you believe this?”  

Do you believe in resurrection?  Do 

you believe that those who are 

entombed and confined, bound and 

buried, could one day be free?  Do 

you believe that new life, new hope, 

new growth, and new excitement are 

not only possible, but are promised, 

and are waiting to break forth?  Jesus 

needs us to believe in resurrection.  

Jesus needs us to trust that it is not 

only possible, but that it is waiting to 

break forth, in our corner of the 

world, and in every corner of the 

world. 

Because, here is the truth:  Jesus 

staked his life on resurrection.  A part 

of him died, so that he could show us 

the incredible possibilities of new 

life, new hope, new growth, and new 

excitement that come through him.  

But more than that, Jesus died, and 

Jesus lives again, to show us that new 

life is not simply a possibility, but 

more importantly, it is a promise.  

New life is ready to break forth, if we 

but believe it so fully, that we live as 

if it is.   

Do we believe this?  I mean really 

believe it?  If we do, if we trust in the 

resurrection with our whole beings, 

then that we might cease to ask 

“When will that day ever come,” as 

we dream of new life restoring the 

destruction in the world.  Instead, as 

we dream of new life conquering the 

death in our world, we will ask, 

“What can I do to make that day 

come?” 

What can we do to make that day 

arrive?  Resurrection happens.  Jesus 

staked his life on it.  New life is 

ready to break forth.  We are simply 

called to live as if we believe it—to 

live as if it were the gospel truth.  Of 

course, it is! 

In Faith, 

Laura 
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Earlier this year, I was shopping at 

the TJ Maxx in North Andover.  I 

had something specific to get, but 

was certainly enjoying the extra time 

to browse in case I found something I 

just had to have!  In my meandering 

about, I ran into many people, all 

seemingly enjoying the same 

experience I was.  There was a 

couple of women, in particular, who 

were abuzz with excitement about 

everything they were finding, 

chatting enthusiastically in a 

language I could not identify.  We 

smiled at each other, acknowledging 

the shared, common experience.  As I 

made my way towards the checkout 

line, I found myself in back of them, 

still talking to each other animatedly.  

After a brief wait, the automated 

cashier called out “register 5 is now 

open.”  They were next in line, and 

s ee min g ly  d id n’ t  hea r  t he 

announcement.  The message called 

out again, and I figured they were so 

engrossed in conversation, they 

didn’t hear it, or, perhaps, maybe 

t he y d id n ’ t  unde rs t a nd  i t .  

Regardless, I gently touched one of 

them on the elbow and pointed 

towards the register, saying “you’re 

next.”  They smiled and said “thank 

you” and proceeded towards the 

register.  At that moment, the person 

behind me muttered to me, “they 

don’t even speak English,” complete 

with heavy sigh and eye roll.  

Fortunately, my mindfulness practice 

kicked in immediately, and I radiated 

light and positive thoughts, 

hoping my internal reaction 

and warm external smile 

would calm her down.  

Instead, she likely judged me 

as a White, English speaking 

ally, and said “they don’t 

belong here.”  My smile was 

more tight lipped, and I had 

to be more conscious of my 

forgiveness state, but I just 

had to keep thinking positive 

thoughts for her.  Admittedly, I was 

quite happy when it was my turn to 

head to the next available register.   

While this experience saddened 

me, it allowed me to further 

contemplate one of the questions 

Wendy Vander Hart posed to us:  

“who is our neighbor?”  I’ve heard 

a variety of responses to this 

question, as people have interpreted 

it in various ways.  There’s the 

geographical neighbor, the spiritual 

neighbor, the neighbor we are 

reaching out to, etc.  The happy, 

shopping couple, who felt at ease 

speaking to each other in their 

primary language, and the angry, 

resentful shopper – they are all my 

neighbor.  I love them all equally.  

While we may assume the “non-

English speaking, women of color” 

are in greater need of our love and 

support, I suspect otherwise.  Those 

who have privilege, and yet are still 

suspicious and burdened, could 

probably use our blessings more.   

I so look forward to our continued 

conversations as we move forward 

in developing our Vis ion 

Statement, and answer those 

questions “who are we?,” “who is 

our neighbor?,” and “what is God 

calling us to be?”   

Peace and so much Gratitude, 

Mel Buttaro, Moderator 

Inside this issue: 

The Reverend  

Laura A. Gronberg, Pastor 

Moderators Musings 2 

Council 2 

Trustees 3 

Stewardship 3 

Outreach 4 

Inclusive Committee 5 

One Great Hour 5 

Stop Hunger Now 5 

Senior High Mission 6 

Christian Education 7 

Community Giving Tree 8 

Ladies Charitable Society 8 

Deacons 9 

Funeral for Jesus 10 

Ecumenical Services 10 

Holy Week Schedule 11 

  

 

Moderators Musings 



Trustees 
PAGE 3 THE MESSENGER  

At this year’s Annual Meeting, the Congregation voted to 

increase the snow removal budget from $5,000 to $7,000.  

Although we are still waiting for final expenses, we can 

safely say that the $2,000 increase, although helpful was 

nowhere near enough.  Snowplowing, sanding, roof 

raking, new shovels and bags and bags of ice melt all add 

up quickly.  

The Parsonage, Park House, Sanctuary and Parish Hall all 

suffered minor leaking caused by ice dams. Needless to 

say that this has been an unusual winter. 

Our many furnaces struggled through the cold 

temperatures.  Currently, all are up and running however, 

there may be a need to schedule some major overhauls 

during the summer months. 

Looking forward to springtime, plans exist to replace all 

of the Parish Hall windows during school vacation week 

(April 17-26). 

The Board of Trustees David Benson, Peter Clark, 

Sharon Glass, Denis Kent, & Jeff Rice 

Council 
Newsflash!  “We have exceeded our snow removal 

budget!”  Whether I’ve been the Moderator, and heard 

this at Council meetings, or simply been a participant at 

Annual Meeting, I have heard this every year I’ve been 

here - isn’t this always the case?!  We are hearty New 

Englanders: we love the four seasons, and we bravely 

plow, dig out, and pray to get ourselves to worship safely 

each week.  Sometimes, we simply have to make a 

difficult, individual decision that it’s just not possible to 

make it to Church.  On rare occasions, Church leadership 

has to make that decision and cancel worship.  Either 

way, those snow blown and wistful Sundays give us the 

chance to “worship” and “connect” in different ways.  

Whether it’s listening to a sermon on-line or strapping on 

the snowshoes and engaging with God in the woods, we 

will do our best to find meaning in these special, weather-

dictated opportunities.  Attendance, on paper via the 

Clerk’s Report, may have been down, but I suspect we are 

still worshipping and loving in whatever way we can.  

Here’s to warmer weather, safer roads, and a spring filled 

with a full Church! 

While you will read of our many Committees’ efforts in 

their various reports, what our Council article will add to 

the mix is our decision to work with The Center for 

Progressive Renewal, in anticipation of further assessing 

our congregation as we head towards developing a new 

Vision Statement.  We took a 

leap of faith (aren’t we good at 

that?), and voted to join their 

fledgling program, only to find 

out that we have been approved 

for “wave 2,” giving us an 

opportunity to more fully 

prepare, and for them to iron out 

the kinks in their “wave 1.” 

So many exciting things await us!  Loving life at Second 

Church of Boxford!  Bring it! 

Your faithful and enthusiastic Church Council, 

Mel Buttaro, Moderator 

Rev. Laura Gronberg, Pastor 

Molly Sorenson,  Church Clerk 

Barbara Was, Board of Christian Education  

Chris Barensfeld, Nominating and Stewardship 

Betty Obernesser, Ladies Charitable and Treasurer 

Sharon Glass, Board of Trustees 

Rick Paine, Board of Outreach 

Larry Dodge, Diaconate   

Annual Pledge Campaign Results 

In the words of Jeff Yanagi, “I love giving to a church 

that gives back so much spiritual support to my family.” 

This is certainly true for me. Thank you to all who 

donate their financial resources to Second Church 

whether by pledge or by collection plate. 

It is a great joy to report the results of our 2015 Joy of 

Giving pledge campaign. To date, from a membership 

base of nearly 250 people, a total of 94 pledges have 

been received, amounting to over $220,000. With the 

addition of a one-time anonymous gift of $10,000, we 

were able to meet the Trustee’s budgeted income 

amount of $230,000. No cuts were needed, what a cause 

for celebration! Our church family is vibrant and 

growing. 

Faithfully, the Board of Christian Stewardship 

Chris Barensfeld and Leslie Levenson 
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The Food Project Request for Capital Campaign 

Outreach Mission Funding 

As discussed in the last Messenger, Outreach is charged 

with proposing one or more special mission projects to 

benefit from the funds generated by the Capital Campaign 

earmarked for this purpose. This Mission Project will be 

funded with 10% of Capital Campaign funds raised in 

excess of $500,000. To date, this is approximately 

$15,000 and may be as much as $20,000.  Our goal is to 

invest more than money.  Our goal is to invest ourselves, 

serving our neighbors in all we do.  

We have received a proposal from The Food 

Project and we are excited to present it to 

you here. Here is an excerpt from the 

proposal: 

“A new farm in Wenham. We are incredibly excited to 

announce that we are leasing a new farm in Wenham. 

This 34-acre farm nearly doubles our overall acreage, 

and increases our North Shore land by 500 percent. The 

addition of this new farm in our tenth year on the North 

Shore fundamentally changes the scale of our farming 

operations, and paves the way for the growth of our 

programs going forward. We are restoring this land 

through careful cover cropping, compost application, and 

with a no-till planting method that will increase the 

organic matter and overall health of the soil. 

To successfully launch our first full growing season on 

this farm, The Food Project requires new equipment and 

increased staff and volunteer time to create the healthy 

systems that will allow us to sustainably manage this land 

for years to come. First and foremost, a healthy farm 

requires a strong irrigation system. North Shore Farm 

Manager Ben Zoba is working with an engineer to design 

a wind- and gravity-powered irrigation system. This 

system will pull 

water from a pond 

located on the farm 

using a simple wind 

turbine and store it 

on higher ground, 

either in a tank or 

another pond. That 

water will then be 

gravity-fed through 

buried pipes to 

hydrants, sprinklers, 

and drip hoses 

across the farm. 

 

Service Projects and Costs 

This system will cost approximately $7,000 in materials. 

An additional $2,000 is required to repair the roads on 

the farm in order to allow equipment and machinery to 

traverse the acreage for the creation of the irrigation 

system. 

Volunteers from the Second Congregational Church of 

Boxford would be welcome assistance in building the 
irrigation system. We 

would also be happy 

to host volunteers 

during any of our 
regularly scheduled 

volunteer slots in the 

spring and fall. 

Beyond these initial 

costs, our overall goal 

for this farm is to 

restore the health of 

its soil. After many 

years of overuse, the 

soil lacks the organic 

matter needed to grow 

healthy crops. The 

pr imary  way  to 

increase the health of 

the soil is through compost application. This season 

alone we will spread $10,000 worth of compost on these 

fields to boost their organic matter and bio nutrients. 

We are honored to be considered for this funding and 

service project, and thank you for your thoughtful 

consideration.” 

Outreach will be presenting additional information about 

The Food Project over the next several weeks and will be 

scheduling an after Church meeting to obtain approval 

for this project, likely in early May. We invite you to visit 

their website at www.thefoodproject.org to supplement 

the information we have previously provided and the 

knowledge we have gleaned from working at their farms 

last spring and fall. Please feel free to contact a member 

of Outreach if you have any questions. As you can see, 

the funds requested total $9,000, which will also leave us 

additional funds to support another worthwhile project. 

We welcome your input to identify another special 

project that can benefit from our financial, physical and 

spiritual capital. 

Outreach: Rick Paine, Chris Johnson and Ben Messenger 

Aidan Murray and Mary DiBurro  

Bob Was and John Paine  digging 

potatoes. 

http://www.thefoodproject.org
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There will be a special offering on March 29, 2015 to 

support the One Great Hour of Sharing ministry of the 

UCC. This offering makes the love of Christ real for 

individuals and communities around the world who 

suffer the effects of disaster, conflict, or severe 

economic hardship, and for those who serve them 

through gifts of money and time. Today, projects are 

underway in more than 100 countries, including the 

United States and Canada. More information can be 

found at www.onegreathourofsharing.org. 

One Great Hour 

It’s hard to believe that it has been 

almost two years since I offered my 

witness statement before the 

congregation at Second Church.  

When I offered my witness statement, 

one of the things that I had included 

were things that gave me the sense of 

welcome and belonging. The number 

one thing that gave me a sense of 

“welcome” was the display of 

rainbows on name badges and lapels.   

The rainbow is a symbol that’s not 

new, and goes beyond the LGBTQ+ 

Community.  With additional colors, a 

rainbow flag with the words “Peace” 

is intended to be a symbol of peace, 

often used in peace marches around 

the world.  In some cultures a rainbow 

is used or referenced in legends, 

stories and myths.  We also recall the 

account of Noah and the ark in the 

book of Genesis, the very first book 

of the Bible.  In this scripture the 

rainbow was a symbol of Gods 

covenant to Noah and all flesh.         

The rainbow flag was created by 

Gilbert Baker, who was inspired by 

Inclusive Committee 

the Civil Rights Movement and a 

well-known movie that included a 

little song titled “Somewhere Over 

The Rainbow”.  The rainbow flag 

was displayed for the first time at a 

pride parade in June 1978 and 

boasted 8 colors.  After the 

November 27th 1978 assassination of 

Harvey Milk (the first openly gay 

person to be elected into California 

public office), the rainbow flag was 

reduced to 6 colors which included 

red (life), orange (health), yellow 

(sun), green (nature), Royal Blue 

(art), and violet (spirit).  This version 

remains the standard symbol used 

around the world.   

You might ask yourself why is 

displaying a symbol of a rainbow 

and/or a rainbow flag important, 

and why is it even significant.  

Simply put displaying a rainbow is 

an outward visible statement of 

welcome, support, acceptance and 

pride, it’s a “beacon” for a “safe 

zone”.  The LGBTQ+ Community 

remains a target for hate, bullying, 

harassment, and stigmatization in 

most anytime and place you can 

possibly imagine.  In some parts of 

the world it even remains a crime 

with punishments that include 

imprisonment and grisly forms of 

execution.          

Personally, It’s truly humbling as I 

sit in the Choir loft week after 

week and look out and see all the 

rainbows displayed in different 

fashion.  I feel both blessed and 

grateful to be a member of a 

Church where displaying a 

rainbow is done with pride, of 

welcome, and beyond.  A display 

The First Church Congregational 

Boxford will be hosting an event on 

March 28, 2015 at 9:00 AM in the 

Family Life Center at 4 Georgetown 

Road, Boxford, MA, 01921. 

They will be partnering with “Stop Hunger Now” an 

international relief organization which uses their meal 

packaging program to provide nutritious dehydrated 

meals that are sent to feeding programs in over 36 

countries.  Please consider volunteering to package 

meals on 3/28/2015 at 9:00 AM. The goal is to package 

at least 10,000 meals! For more information on “Stop 

Hunger Now”  visit www.stophungernow.org. 

Outreach has voted to donate $290 from our 

undesignated funds to support this effort. $29 can feed 

100 hungry people, so hopefully we will help feed 1000 

people with this donation! 

Stop Hunger Now 

Continued on the next page  

http://www.onegreathourofsharing.org
http://www.stophungernow.org
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Mooove Mountains Together 

The kids are ready, what about you? 

After learning a lot about the state of Vermont – did you 

know that billboards are illegal? Or that Vermont was 

once its own country with its own currency and mail 

service? Or that at one point, Vermont had more cows 

than people? Anyway, after learning much about the 

Green Mountain State, the youth came up with their 

theme: 

“Moving Mountains Together”.  Barring any further 

snow days, we are set to leave for Vermont Friday, June 

26, returning in time for the 4th of July weekend, Friday, 

July 3.  While in Vermont we will be helping families 

recover from the 2011 flooding which dumped 15 inches 

of rain in central Vermont.  To put that in perspective, if 

all this snow that we have today melted all at once, it 

would still only be about 5 inches of rain. 

As of today, we have completed all our fundraising for 

this school year calendar, we have come up with a 

theme, we have begun working together and bonding as 

a group, and we have been learning along the way.  We 

have accomplished a lot already, but what we don’t have 

is you.  You, the adult, who has been yearning to do 

something like this; you who has said each year, “I 

Senior High Youth Mission Trip 
really should go on one of these trips”; you who wants to 

put your faith in action.  We need you as a chaperone.  

You don’t need to be proficient at carpentry (although if 

you are handy that is an added plus). 

Being a mission trip chaperone is challenging and 

rewarding.  I could say that being a chaperone is easy, 

but I would be lying.  As a chaperone you will be 

responsible for your group’s safety and work projects.  

You will make sure they pack their lunches, wear 

appropriate clothing, that they follow instructions and that 

they are safe at all times.  You may be worried that you 

may be unable or uncomfortable in taking responsibility 

for the spiritual formation of your group while on the trip.  

Let me say that there will be experienced leaders on the 

trip whose responsibility it is to lead the groups in 

devotions, prayers and to make sure that the students have 

the opportunity to make the connection between what 

they are doing and the Christian basis behind their 

actions.  You don’t have to be an expert to be a chaperone 

– you need only have a willingness live in community and 

to work through challenges.  If you are willing to do these 

things, the rewards are endless. 

Want to learn more?  Contact Betsey Guest-Natale at 

youth@secondchurchboxford.org. 

Inclusive Committee con’t 

of pride for our “Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open 

Doors” ONA Covenant.    

The rainbow is a part of nature and you have to be in the 

right place to see it. It’s beautiful, all of the colors, even 

the colors you can’t see. That really fit us as a people 

because we are all of the colors. Our sexuality is all of the 

colors. We are all the genders, races and ages.” - Gilbert 

Baker 

If you would like to display a rainbow, why not “rainbow-

up” your name badge. There is a supply of them at the 

name badge table and the “Open and Affirming” section 

of the Church Library.  

Inclusive Blessings,  

Rick Goodrich 

Inclusive Committee 

mailto:youth@secondchurchboxford.org
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Christian Education 
Joyful Feast 

We are in the midst of our Joyful Feast Communion 

Education Program. Six children and their parents are 

learning about the origins of communion and the rituals 

and differences of communion in different denominations. 

We have made clay chalices and heard the story of 

communion. We enjoyed a Seder meal and painted our 

chalices as well as learning more about how we celebrate 

communion here at Second Congregational church. 

Palm Sunday Story Telling 

We will have a special storytelling with props during 

Sunday School on Palm Sunday. We will be telling the 

story of Holy Week, ending at the stone covered tomb. 

We are lucky to have two great storytellers in Donna Ellis 

and Nancy Taylor. Please join us for this special event. 

Palm Sunday is March 29th. 

Joyful Feast Participants: Zac Soltys, Cameron Farmer, Emily 

Reid, Abby Beardsley, Kenzie Burns and Graham Peterson (not 

pictured) 

 

Children's Sunday: Save the Date 

All children Pre-K to 8th grade are invited to 

participate in the Children's Sunday service 

on June 7, 2015. We will have a practice on 

Saturday June 6, 2015 (Time TBD) 

Children grade 3-8 will meet on May 31, 

2015 during Sunday school to plan and write 

the prayers and readings. 

New Location Easter Sunrise Service! 

The effects of “The Winter of 15” have been long, hard 

and far-reaching.  These now extend to our Easter 

Sunrise Service on Nason’s hill.  After consultation with 

the Nasons, it has been decided that the conditions on 

the hill will not allow for our annual trek.  There is just 

too much snow, ice, and probably mud by April 5th.  The 

service will go on, but we are changing venues to the 

Memory Garden which provides easier access and 

plenty of safe parking.  You will even get to sleep a few 

minutes longer, as we 

won’t have to plan for 

walking time.  We will now 

gather at 6:00AM. 

The Middle School Youth 

with the assistance of 

Betsey Guest-Natale and 

Kimberly Robertson are 

planning a wonderful 

service in a beautiful 

setting.  The Nasons will 

graciously provide their 

delicious post-service 

breakfast in the Parish Hall.  

Please join us for these 

inspirational moments. 

Lenten Offerings 

The children have been given crosses with slots to 

collect offerings during Lent to aid in our support of 

children in far-off lands.  

We contribute to the 

everyday needs and 

education of Majd, an 8 

year old boy in 

Jerusalem and Tenzin, a 

7 year old Tibetan girl 

who lives in northern 

India.  The children will 

return the crosses to 

church on Palm Sunday.   

T h a n k  y o u  f o r 

e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  

generosity of our 

children through our 

Lenten giving! 

Sunday School collects 

Lenten  Crosses. 

Sunrise Service will move to 

the Memory Garden  
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Community Giving Tree 

White Gifts made Christmas special for 1000 children 

You can see from the happy faces on our social service 

partners how much the beautiful gifts will help the 

families they assist. Children were given blankets, 

clothes, hats, mittens, coats, PJs, socks, underwear, 

toiletries and toys in time for the holidays. 

February was diaper month at Community Giving Tree, 

and your donations helped mothers stretch their limited 

funds when they received some help in the form of 

diapers. Thanks from the “bottom” of our hearts!  

Undies Sundays a big success! Your donation of  40 

packages of socks and 30 packages of underwear will 

help many local children in need.   

You’re Invited! Annual Fundraiser Sunday, May 17th 

5pm-8pm  You’re invited to the Garden of Giving dinner 

auction at the Danvers Doubletree Hilton! Beautiful 

garden themed artwork, plantings, home services, and live 

auction items will be offered. Join us for dinner and an 

encore performance by Voices of Hope. Tickets go on 

sale in April.  

Toy Donations accepted year round; Next Toy Sale in 

June We are collecting gently used toys, children’s 

books, and bikes at our Middleton warehouse (off Route 

114 on DeBush Avenue) every Friday 10-1 and the first 

Saturday of each month 10-1. Next Toy Sale is scheduled 

for June 5 & 6 at Topsfield Fairgrounds. 

Teen Volunteer Opportunities Teens (ages 13-17) are 

needed every Tuesday and Thursday afterschool at our 

Boxford Giving Tree from 3-5. Sign up on-line from our 

website; communitygivingtree.org. Summer volunteer 

opportunities for teens start after the July 4th holiday. 

The day is getting closer – on May 9, 2015 The Ladies 

Charitable Society will officially be 200 years old.  Over 

the past year you have heard from some of our members, 

during mission moments and special events, about how 

the Ladies came to be and what we are doing today to 

make a difference in our church, our community and the 

world.  We have one more mission moment to come and, 

of course, our big 200th Anniversary Celebration on 

May 16, 2015.   Ken Kretsch and a reprised group of Men 

Can Cook chefs had offered to be our cooks for the 

evening; but as you know Ken suffered a heart attack 

while on vacation in Mexico and has had to bow out of 

the event. At this writing, we have not settled on a new 

plan.  So it’s going to be a SURPRISE!! (at least for 

now.)  As we put together the details, we will be letting 

you know and we will be starting signups on the church 

website sometime in April. All we know now is the date, 

time, and place, but we promise it will be fun. There will 

be food, entertainment, and celebration; and there will be 

CAKE!!   So mark your calendars for: 

The Ladies Charitable Society  

200th Anniversary Celebration 

May 16, 2015 at 6:00 PM  

Parish Hall  

Second Congregational Church of 

Boxford 
 

Regularly scheduled programs: 

Steven Coolidge Place – CANCELLED 

April 8th – We will have an Anniversary planning 

meeting instead.  Meet at the Park House at 12:30 PM, 

bring a bag lunch and we will regroup and plan our 200th 

Anniversary Celebration.   We may also have a fun 

activity. 

 

Luncheon – Windward Grille in Essex MA 

May 13th – Noon 

Meet at the restaurant; if anyone needs transportation, 

please advise.  

Reflection: Joyce Green 

 

Annual Meeting / Pot Luck -- Four Mile Village 

June 10th – 6 PM 

Bring an appetizer, casserole or salad 

Hostesses: Rose Bogle, Betty Obernesser 

Reflection: Chris Johnson 

Celebrate 200 Years! 
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With the end of our church year occurring in January, a 

number of your Deacons were seeing their 3 year term 

come to an end.  Fortunately, however, we were very 

happy that Martha Law, Dick Cole, Jeff Yanagi and 

Maureen Miller all agreed to a second term.  Evelyn 

Barden Simpson will be 

leaving the committee after 

years of service.  We thank 

Evelyn for her many 

contributions.  Filling this 

position is Leigh Farmer, 

the newest member to the 

committee.  The remainder 

of the committee members 

include: Martha Clark, Sarah Paine, Brad Shores, Alan 

Benson and Larry Dodge. 

Over the past months the Diaconate has been busy 

discussing, reviewing, debating and making decisions 

which affect the church family and many of our 

activities.  We have a goal of serving the people of the 

church and meeting its organizational needs. 

Caring Ministries 

At some point in our lives, all of us experience events 

where a helping hand or a hot meal can ease the burden 

and help make the day a little brighter.  The Diaconate 

formally established the Meals Team to help meet those 

needs.  www.takethemameal.com is the web site that is 

being used for people to sign up to supply a meal to a 

family or person in need.   Karen Hussey volunteered and 

is coordinating the group.  We’re happy to add your name 

to the email distribution list if you might be able to help 

out in some way.  Likewise, please let Karen, Laura or 

one of our Deacons know if someone is in need of this 

support.  We have already assisted a number of families 

over the past few months. 

Prayer Team 

The deacons have also 

established a prayer 

team.  Those people for 

whom we pray on Sunday 

mornings are added to the 

list of others who have requested prayers. That list is then 

distributed to the prayer team so prayers may be offered 

each day.   If you are willing to pray for the people on the 

list and would like to receive the email with the updated 

list each week, please let Sarah Paine or the church office 

know. 

Christmas Eve Services 

Much discussion took place over the number of Christmas 

Eve services which we should offer.  For a variety of 

reasons, the Diaconate voted to have two services, a 

family service at 5:00 PM and the traditional midnight 

service at 11:00 PM.  In total, 376 people attended the 

two services, which is similar to last years numbers for 

three services. 

Merrivista Assisted Care Residential Community 

The Deacons and the 

choirs  once again 

brought our special 

worship service to 

Merrivista.   Many of the 

residents are not able to 

get out to church so we 

bring everything to them 

during the Lent and 

Advent seasons.  Communion is served, the bell choir and 

adult choir supply the music and Laura presents a sermon 

with a message especially for them.   The welcome that 

we receive makes it clear that our efforts are appreciated. 

Adult Education 

As a result of the success of the last adult education class, 

Laura and the deacons discussed the future direction of 

Adult Ed for our church.  Everyone was in agreement that 

this is truly something that is beneficial and should be 

continued.  A sub-committee met with Laura to discuss 

possible ideas and the theme of A World Worth Saving: 

Spiritual Practices for Action was agreed upon.  These are 

being held on Wednesday evenings during the five weeks 

of Lent, ending on March 25th.   Please watch for future 

Adult Ed sessions and give one a try. You will be happy 

that you did! 

Other Topics 

The Deacons continue to work on many projects, 

including the UCC Next Step Churches program, Come 

Home church attendance initiative, the ministry review 

process and discussions on enhancing our communication 

processes.  The Deacons always welcome feedback.  If 

you have ideas, suggestions, questions or concerns, please 

let a deacon know.   We’ll be sure the proper person 

receives the communication or that your comments are 

discussed.  

Larry Dodge 

The Board of Deacons 
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Bell Choir at Merrivista 

http://www.takethemameal.com
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Funeral for Jesus 

Holy Week Ecumenical Worship 

All are invited to join together for mid-day worship during Holy Week with the churches across the Tri-town.  The 

worship services, which last about a half hour, are held every day at noon at one of the local churches in Boxford, 

Middleton or Topsfield.  Worship is followed by lunch, which is also hosted by the local church.  It is a wonderful way 

to join with our Christian brothers and sisters as we journey through the holiest week in our Christian faith.  Come to one 

service, or to all of them.  This year, the Rev. Laura Gronberg will preach during the ecumenical worship service at noon 

on Thursday. 

 

On Good Friday evening, 

at 6:00 PM, all are invited 

to join us in the sanctuary 

for a memorial service to 

remember and celebrate 

the life of Jesus.  It will 

remind you of other 

memorial services you 

have been to, with flowers 

and music, scripture 

readings and reflections, 

and yet, it is something we 

have never done before.  

Join us for a moving 

service to honor this dear 

loved one who dies in a 

most painful way. 

In the scriptures, we read how Jesus’ followers would 

have honored his life, while preparing his body for burial.  

But our contemporary traditions are different.  Following 

a death, we plan a memorial service, funeral, wake, or 

calling hours.  These are the things we do to honor the life 

and gifts of a loved one who has died.  

When a beloved member of our church community dies, 

we all gather for worship to celebrate his or her life.  So it 

seems fitting to honor Jesus in this way.  One thing that is 

central to our faith when someone dies, however, is the 

promise of resurrection.  Yet, Good Friday is not a day to 

tell the Easter good news.  We will leave waiting for that 

news to dawn in the days to come.  But Jesus gives words 

of home to his disciples in his lifetime, and we will surely 

draw on those in this service of remembrance. 

Following worship, we will gather, as is our tradition, for 

a collation (of sorts) in Parish Hall.  We will not bring out 

the fine silver or candelabras, however.  It just doesn’t 

feel appropriate for this occasion.  So, our “collation” 

gathering will be a simple potluck supper: soup, salad and 

bread.  You are invited to bring one of those items, and 

place it on the serving table in Parish Hall before the 

memorial service.  If the soup can be brought in a crock 

pot, that would be appreciated.  Then, we will enjoy a 

simple meal together following worship, to continue our 

reflections on and remembrances of Jesus’ life, and to 

enjoy one another’s company. 

We are, all beloved friends of Jesus Christ.  Join us as we 

honor his life in our memorial worship and in our potluck 

supper collation on Friday, April 3 at 6:00 PM. 

Day Homily Liturgist Location 

Monday 
March 30 

The Rev. Johanna Barrett The Rev. Michael Medas 
St. Rose of Lima Parish 
12 Park Street, Topsfield 

Tuesday 
March 31 

The Rev. Larry Schell The Rev. Martin Riekert 
Congregational Church of Topsfield 
9 East Common Street, Topsfield 

Wednesday 
April 1 

The Rev. Amy Bruch The Rev. Andrew James 
First Church Congregational, Boxford 
4 Georgetown Road, Boxford 

Thursday 
April 2 

The Rev. Laura Gronberg The Rev. Larry Schell 
Middleton Congregational Church 
66 Maple Street, Middleton 
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Palm Sunday 

Sunday, March 29 

     10:00 a.m. 

Worship will begin with a Procession of Palms.  We gather on the 

front lawn, singing Hosanna! After a time together in worship, 

children will participate in a Holy Week Drama in the Parish Hall. 

Maundy Thursday 

Thursday, April 2 

      7:30 p.m. 

This beautiful service begins by sharing the “Last Supper” 

together.  Then, the lights are dimmed and we enter the Tenebrae 

service, meaning “shadows”.  As successive chapters in the story of 

Christ’s death are read, candles are extinguished until the sanctuary 

is left in complete darkness, and we leave in silence. 

Good Friday 

Friday, April 3 

     12:00–3:00 p.m. 

As has been our tradition, the sanctuary will be open for quiet 

reflection during the hours that Jesus was on the cross.  Stop in for 

a few minutes or linger longer in the silence. 

Good Friday 

Friday, April 3 

     6:00 p.m. 

Join us for a Funeral for Jesus held in our church sanctuary. Music, 

scripture, and reflections will be included in this memorial service.  

Please bring soup, salad or bread to share for the supper to follow. 

Easter Sunday 

Sunrise Service 

Sunday, April 5 

     6:00 a.m. 

 

Easter Sunrise Service will be held in the church 

Memory Garden this year.  Snow and/or mud may  

keep us from Nason’s hill, but not from Nason’s 

breakfast!  Join us as this special tradition is 

resurrected in a new place.   

Easter Sunday 

Traditional Service 

Sunday, April 5 

     10:00 a.m. 

A festive service for all ages, filled with special 

music celebrating Jesus’ Resurrection.  Holy 

Communion will be celebrated, the sanctuary 

will be adorned in the glorious flowers of spring, 

and we joyfully sing the Hallelujah Chorus! 
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Join us for 
worship during 

Holy Week 

Palm Sunday is March 29 

Easter Sunday is April 5 
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