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I had to take a middle seat on the 

plane.  Of course, I knew I would get 

a middle seat.  On this airline, there 

are no assigned seats.  Once you 

check-in, you are assigned a number 

which equates to your place in the 

line when you are able to board the 

plane and choose a seat.  Check-in 

begins 24 hours before the flight.  I 

checked in 23 hours and 37 minutes 

before the flight.  I was so engrossed 

in the lecture at the preaching 

conference I was attending that I 

missed the magic hour by 23 

minutes, which in this instant age of 

technology, was a lifetime too late to 

be able to choose an aisle seat.  

But I had plenty to do, so I figured I 

would hunker down and get some 

work done on the flight, which was a 

fantastic plan until I actually sat 

down.  Just then, as I diligently 

buckled my seatbelt, my seatmate 

introduced herself.  Not only did her 

buxom body crowd my physical 

space, but her large presence 

crowded my personal space.  Within 

the first second of sitting down, it 

became infinitely clear that the 4 

hour flight home from Denver would 

not likely have a moment of solitude 

in it.  Not even one.   

It turns out that she had just attended 

the same conference as  I.  

Translation:  while most people go 

radio silent when they learn that I am 

a pastor, this woman, who is also a 

pastor, figured that I could be her 

new best friend.  At least for 4 hours. 

How big is your church?  Are you the 

only pastor?  How long have you 

been there?  Where did you go to 

seminary?  Do you have to preach 

this week?  How many kids will be 

confirmed?  What is exciting you in 

your ministry right now?   

Two hours in I took out some paper 

in hopes of engrossing myself in 

something deeply important – my 

sanity.  That bought be about 5 quiet 

minutes – not nearly enough time – 

before the chatter began again.  How 

old are your kids?  What do they 

like?  How long have you been 

married?  What does your husband 

do?  Some people find conversation 

like that invigorating.  I am just not 

one of those people.  At least not for 

4 hours. 

But there is this funny thing that 

happens when someone asks you a 

question.  Shy of ignoring the 

question completely – by, say, 

pretending that you do not speak a 

word of English – or by sticking 

large noise-cancelling headphones 

over your ears – when a question is 

asked, you must formulate a 

response.  If she had said, “The 

conference was great,” I could have 

nodded and pulled out my Sudoku.  

Once she asked, “What did you like 

about the conference,” I had to come 

up with an answer. 

If you want a conversation to 

continue, you have to ask a lot of 

questions. 

This may seem obvious.  But what I 

had not realized until I read about it 

in a recent book entitled Jesus is the 

Question, is that Jesus asks his 

followers hundreds of 

questions.  Of course, 

I didn’t get to read the 

book on the plane.  It 

remained stowed 

under the seat in front 

of me with my  

Sudoku.  Sigh. 

You have probably seen the bumper 

sticker which states:  Jesus is the 

Answer.  But Jesus gave his 

followers very few answers.  What 

Jesus gave more often than not, is 

more questions.  Some 307, 

according to the book.  He was really 

good at asking questions!  Jesus 

obviously did not want the 

conversation with us to end.   

So, this summer, for our Summer 

Worship in the garden, we will 

explore some of the questions that 

Jesus asks his followers.  In so doing, 

we will be invited to continue the 

conversation with him, because he 

obviously does not want the 

conversation with us to end.  And, 

well, I don’t want the conversation 

with Jesus to end either.  I find that 

kind of conversation invigorating.  I 

hope you will, too. 

In Faith,     Laura 
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Yogis have an expression of “taking 

yoga off the mat” – how do you 

incorporate what you learn and 

experience in yoga into the rest of 

your life?  Strength, balance, and 

flexibility…..letting stuff go….. 

breathing……looking inward, etc.  

Recently, I had a chat with Laura 

about “taking church out of the pew.”  

How do I incorporate what I learn 

and experience in church into my 

every day life?  Some reflections 

include:  after hearing Rusty preach 

(why would you give gold, 

frankincense and myrrh to a baby?), I 

was inspired to sell my entire CD 

collection; running home to 

download songs I heard in worship 

(our choir continues to blow me 

away….); sharing the Bring Back 

Our Girls “stones” at work; keeping 

my smiley face on my hand until it 

wore off; picking a star for a friend 

who is struggling (it’s no coincidence 

it said “strength”); sharing stories 

Laura has preached on with friends 

and family (the wheelchair snow 

shoveler is among my favorites); etc.  

How do you “take church out of the 

pew?”  I’d love to hear your 

thoughts…..perhaps during a Meal 

With The Moderator?  Please contact 

me at:  melskibeat08@gmail.com   

and we can set something up!   

Peace and blessings,       

Mel Buttaro, Church Moderator 
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Moderators Musings 

Summer Office Hours 

begin the week of  

June 21, 2015 

Office Hours  

Tuesday & Thursday 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

In a pastoral emergency, 

contact the 

Rev. Laura A. Gronberg  

by email or phone, 

or one of our deacons, 

listed on our voice mail 

recording (978) 352-2127 

God is 

Summer Worship begins 

June 21-September 6 

9:00 am 
 

Please join us in the 

Memory Garden in the 

rear of the church 

parking lot on the shores 

of Sperry Pond. 

 

Bring your own 

lawn chair! 

____ 

mailto:melskibeat08@gmail.com
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Council 
By the time you’re reading this, we will hopefully be 

continuing to celebrate the fruits of our Capital 

Campaign, particularly our new partnership with The 

Food Project.  Thanks to our Board of Outreach for seeing 

this through!   

As the weather is warming and the road salt has been 

replaced by pollen, our thoughts may be turning towards 

summer and a well-deserved vacation.  Please consider 

summer worship by the pond as part of your vacation 

plans. There’s nothing like it – a Chloe welcome, birds 

chirping, the gentle breeze, casual clothes, lawn chairs, 

Park House kitchen fellowship, and the unique 

ceremonies that Laura and the Deacons have 

incorporated. At 9:00 AM, it’ll help get you enjoying 

your summer Sunday a little earlier.  Hope to see you 

there! 

Your Church Council, 

Mel Buttaro, Moderator, Molly Clemente Sorenson, 

Clerk, Barbara Was, CE, Chris Barensfeld, Nominating, 

Stewardship, Betty Obernesser, Treasurer, LCS, Larry 

Dodge, Diaconate, Rick Paine, Outreach and Sharon 

Glass, Trustees 

   

Total Contributions through 5/31/2015       $80,273 

Loose Plate              4,422 

Other Income                                       18,800 

 

Total Income:                                               $103,495 

 

Total Expense                                            ($146,270) 

  

  Net Income / Expense                  ($42,775) 

 

Questions about Pledge Statements should be directed to Jean Bruns at: jeanbbruns@gmail.com. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the church’s finances, I am usually in the office on Tuesdays or you can 

email me at: treasurer@secondchurchboxford.org.  Betty Obernesser ,Treasurer 

Treasurer 

HAPPY TWO YEAR 

ANNIVERSARY ONA! 

Join us during morning worship on Sunday 

June 14th as we celebrate the two (2) year 

anniversary of adopting our Open and 

Affirming Covenant.   

We have some special things planned 

including an invitational benediction 

response of “De Colores”,  

a popular new  tradition!       

 

mailto:jeanbbruns@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer@secondchurchboxford.org
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Trustees  
Completing Capital Campaign projects continues to be a 

priority for the Trustees:   

All of the Parish Hall windows have been 

replaced including the classrooms, the 

library and even the window behind the 

dishwasher.  This is another project that 

was partially funded by the Village School. 

Further Improvements to the Park House are in process: 

Main stairs and upstairs hallway walls and ceilings have 

been replaced due to their poor condition.  New light 

fixtures have been installed and floors will be refinished. 

The Communications Office (located at the top of the 

stairs) also required repairs and was refurbished with new 

walls, paint, shelving and carpet. 

The Park House Parlor is in the process of being 

refurbished.  This will include new walls, ceiling, paint, 

chair rail, floor refinishing (also including the “Mural 

Room”), lighting, TV, DVD player and furniture. 

The second floor porch on the north end of the Park 

House is having windows installed to replace the screens 

– both to improve the appearance and to render the space 

weatherproof to protect the art room ceiling below. 

The Sunday School art room is also in the process of 

being refurbished with a newly painted ceiling, shelving, 

sink, faucet and countertop. 

Other sections of the Park House are also being evaluated 

for new carpeting.  Replacing carpets will be dependent 

upon availability of funds. 

The Park House side entry porch has been structurally 

repaired and painted. 

Torrey Painting (Plaistow, NH) will be painting the 

exterior of the Church (front, both sides and bell tower) 

during the summer. 

The Outreach Special Projects Fund (10% of amounts 

collected over $500,000) has increased to almost $14,000 

as of April 30, 2015.  A special Congregational Meeting 

was held May 31 and funds for The Food Project were 

approved.  

Projects approved by the Congregation at the February 

2014 Annual Meeting that are scheduled for next spring 

or summer include rebuilding the east lobby entrance and 

completing the steeple repair.  Timing for these projects is 

dependent upon timely collection of any remaining 

Christian Education 
The Board of Christian Education is preparing to wind up 

a very successful year for all those involved in the 

educational and social programs offered to our youth.  A 

very warm, heartfelt thank you is offered to all those who 

have guided our children and young adults on their 

lifelong faith journey.  Our teachers, event chaperones 

and leaders of special programs such as the Advent 

Workshop give generously of their time and talents and 

are led by capable members of the church staff.   

Lori Fahrner, Sunday School Superintendent, and Betsey 

Guest-Natale, our Youth Director, faithfully plan 

programs and events to engage all.  Our youngest Second 

Church attendees are lovingly cared for in the Nursery by 

Lisa Shores and her wonderful assistants.  We are blessed 

to have such a dedicated, hardworking staff. 

A special thank you to all parents who regularly bring 

their children to Sunday School and youth events.  Your 

dedication in prioritizing church activities really counts. 

Barbara Was, Board of Christian Education 

Capital Campaign pledges. 

Maintenance Projects: The May “Dirty Sunday” Church 

clean-up day was again a huge success.  Five yards of 

bark mulch was spread, gutters cleaned and gardens made 

ready for spring flowers.  Many thanks to all that 

participated and especially to Charlie Killam and Steve 

Knowles for the use of their heavy equipment. Barc 

Beahm installed an isolating power supply to improve the 

electrical power to the church copy machine.   

Our seven furnaces continue to require 

periodic repairs.  The Trustees are evaluating 

the financial advantages of purchasing an 

annual maintenance contract for each furnace. 

During the winter, the humidifier for the 

Sanctuary (necessary to maintain the organ) had a frozen 

drain pipe that required heat taping. 

The Communications Committee recommended and the 

Trustees approved the purchase of a portable public 

address system.  The new PA system will be used during 

summer service in the Memory Garden and other outdoor 

events. 

Board of Trustees, David Benson, Peter Clark, Sharon 

Glass, Denis Kent, & Jeff Rice 
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Sunday School 
I want to thank all the Sunday school teachers for the 

hours of service they have given our children. We literally 

could not have the great Sunday school programs we have 

without you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nursery volunteers led by Lisa Shores are Ana 

Shores, Chandler Shores, Susan Young, Brad Shores, 

Leigh Farmer, Carly Richards, Robin Beardsley, Rachel 

Fahrner, Martha Clark, Jessica Shores, Kimberly 

Robertson, Cady Netland, Sarah Netland, Lylah Paine, 

Ellen McArdle, Tina de la Cruz, and Roberta Perella. 

Pre-K and Kindergarten: the volunteers in this grade 

are Susan McGregor, Kris Munroe, Kimberly Robertson, 

Nancy Taylor, and Robin Beardsley.  

 

Grades 1st and 2nd have Tina de la Cruz, Jan Silva, 

Kimberly Robertson, Nancy Taylor, Amy Figelski, Ebba 

Meehan, Missy Reid, and Maureen Miller as teachers. 

 

Workshop Rotation (grades 3-6) teachers are Lori Dox, 

Sarah Paine, Cora Wong, Leigh Farmer, Jennifer Soltys, 

Sandy Leito, Dennis Kent, Lori Fahrner, Sue Pulaski and 

Stephanie Chadwick. 

 

The Middle School has a great team of teachers in Leslie 

Levenson, Bernie Miller, and Brad Shores. 

 

We have a Sunday school program on school holiday 

weekends. We call it Holiday Weekend Sunday School 

(HWSS) and the teachers for this program are Tina de la 

Cruz, Kimberly Robertson and Lori Fahrner. 

 

If you are willing to stretch yourself and get a little bit out 

of your comfort zone. I would love to train you on our 

Sunday school programs. We could use more teachers 

especially in Workshop Rotation. The kids benefit when 

they see many people eager to help them learn the Word 

of God.  

 

Lori Fahrner, Sunday School Superintendent 

Youth 
Save the Date for 

Deep-Sea Fishing! 

All year the high 

school youth have 

been asking to go 

deep-sea fishing!  

So here is your 

chance.  The senior 

high kick-off will be Sunday, September 20.  We will go 

deep-sea fishing with Eastman’s Docks out of Seabrook, 

NH.  We will leave the church at 12:30 for a 1:30 boat 

departure, returning to dock at 5:30 and the church at 

6:30.  Cost per person is $41 and includes your fishing 

pole.  If we can get 20 people to commit, we can get a 

private charter for just a dollar more per person.  This trip 

is open to all youth going into the senior high in 

September and any graduates that are still around.  Adult 

chaperones are of course needed so any adult wanting to 

join us is welcome!  Let me know you want to come by e-

mailing  me at youth@secondchurchboxford.org.  Once 

we have 20 people committed, we will reserve the charter. 

Middle School Save the Date! 

Middle School will kick off the new 

school year with an all day excursion 

to the Heifer Farm on Saturday, 

September 19.  We will gather at the 

church at 8:00 a.m., travel to the 

farm to participate in their Seeds program.  The purpose is 

to introduce program participants to the concepts of 

sustainability, development, hunger and the benefits that 

livestock and gardens can bring to a resource-poor 

community. They’ll participate in a number of education 

activities; some sites will be in our Global Village, and 

others will be located around the livestock and garden 

facilities. We will conclude our day with a community 

service project on the farm.  We will return by 5:30 p.m. 

We ask for your prayers during the Mission Trip. 

The Youth Mission trip leaves for Vermont on Friday, 

June 26.  We are heading to central Vermont to help with 

flooding recovery and home repair (much like we have 

done in Maine in the past).  While we are there we have a 

request.   Pray for us.  Everyday at noon, we are going to 

pause for a moment of prayer.  If you do the same, even 

though we apart, we will be a worshiping community, we 

will be together.  So set your alarm on your phone or 

clock and be with us in prayer! 

 

Betsey Guest-Natale, Youth Director 
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Community Giving Tree 

The month of May is always special at Community 

Giving Tree. Because of the many sponsorships in honor 

or memory of loved mothers, 700 Mother’s Day and 100 

Father’s Day gift bags were provided to families in need. 

We hosted a very successful spring “Garden of Giving” 

fundraiser, participated in  three “Zero Waste Days” 

which allow us to collect baby equipment and clothes 

from surrounding communities.  

VolunTEEN program July & August  

Teens ages 13-17 can help Community Giving Tree on 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9am-12 this 

summer! Space is limited, so sign up online by going to 

our website.  Teens may work as many days as they are 

able. An orientation meeting is scheduled for July 6th, 

10am-12 for first time volunteers. It’s a great way to meet 

friends, complete community service, and make a 

difference! 

Backpacks, paper, pens, crayons and more! 

Look for back –to- school specials this summer and help 

us provide basic educational supplies to children.  You 

may leave pens, pencils, markers, spiral notebooks, glue 

sticks, folders, and other essentials in the bin on the porch 

of Community Giving Tree anytime this summer. 

We have been able to provide everyday essentials to 

8,000 kids this past school year. On average, 130 social 

service professionals walk through our doors each month 

to get items for the children they help. Your support is 

truly a blessing to many. 

 

Leslie Levenson, Executive Director 

 

Summer Worship 
We have looked forward to this Summer for many 

months.  Our anticipation has been greater due to the 

harsh past winter and our expectations for warmth and 

comfort are heightened.  We yearn to feel the presence of 

God in Summer.  

It is all the more exciting this year that we will soon be 

able to transition Sunday worship outside to our Memory 

Garden.  Our Summer Worship services begin on June 

21st at 9:00 am, and continue through Labor Day 

weekend.  Beautifully situated in a pine grove 

overlooking Sperry’s Pond at the rear of the parking lot, 

our summer worship is casual and intimate, while 

remaining heartening and holy. 

You are invited to bring a lawn chair, and enjoy the hour 

long service of praise, join in familiar hymns and feast on 

Holy Communion.  And since it is Second Church, we, of 

course, include food and fellowship after worship!  Come 

old friends… come newcomers… come all… to 

reconnect with God in Summer!  God’s regenerating 

spirit is made manifest to each of us in early summer 

mornings; under the canopy of trees moving lightly in the 

breeze, hearing the melodic call of the birds, and 

embraced by the cooling gentle winds off the pond.  Join 

us! 

“May you walk with God this Summer, in whatever you 

do and wherever you go… May you talk with God this 

Summer and every day and in every situation”  --Author 

unknown. 

 

Alan Benson, Diaconate 
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In early 2012 our church launched the Widening the 

Welcome Capital Stewardship Campaign with an initial 

goal of $500,000.  Our prayers and joyful participation 

resulted in pledges of nearly $700,000 to be paid over 

three years.  We have now reached the end of that three-

year period. 

So much has been accomplished over the past three years.  

Our church debt was eliminated, an addition providing 

access to all levels of the church was constructed, and our 

church organ was restored.  A new accessible restroom 

was constructed, existing restrooms were renovated, 

windows in the Parish Hall addition were replaced, and 

parts of the sanctuary were painted.  The damaged railing 

on the steeple was removed and funds were set aside for a 

new roof over the sanctuary.  The roof of the Park House 

was replaced, repairs were made to the Park House 

chimneys and structure, and renovations to the gathering 

spaces were started.  The allocation for special mission 

projects (10% of funds received over $500,000) was 

partially funded and capital campaign expenses were 

paid. 

As of April 30, 2015, the financial status of the campaign 

was as follows: 

 Pledges made:   $696,979 

 Receipts:     

     $636,336 

 Expenditures     

     $591,674 

 (includes allocation to Outreach of $13,634) 

 Available Funds:    

     $  44,662 

While raising money for specific projects was certainly 

the focus of the capital campaign, much more was 

accomplished.  Widening the Welcome restored our 

confidence in taking on a major project, demonstrated 

how many volunteers, each performing a manageable 

task, can join together to accomplish an extensive 

undertaking, and showed how giving can be joyful. 

Although we now 

celebrate the three 

year anniversary of 

the capital campaign 

and the end of the 

scheduled payment 

period, we are 

reminded by Yogi 

Berra that “It ain’t 

over ‘til it’s over.”   

Widening the Welcome will continue until all who want 

to fulfill their pledges have the necessary time to do so 

and until all campaign funds are spent on projects 

approved by church members.  Outstanding approved 

projects include renovation of Park House gathering 

areas, additional sanctuary repairs, enhancing the east 

lobby entrance and church steeple repairs. 

To all who have donated funds, to all who have 

participated in the planning and implementation of the 

campaign, to all who have provided supervisory and 

construction services, and to all who have contributed in 

any other way to the success of Widening the Welcome: 

Thank you.  Thank you.  Thank you.   

Bob Yeaton, for Sharon Glass and Barc Beahm  

Widening the Welcome Bridge Team 
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Organ restoration  2014 

Deep and Wide—May 31, 2015 
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Join us for 
Outdoor worship 
in our Memory 

Garden 

Sunday June 21, 2015 
9:00 AM 

DETAILS INSIDE 


