IN MEMORIAM
Eternal God, we bless you for the great company of all those who have kept
the faith, finished their race, and who now rest from their labor. We praise you
for those dear to us, those who, through fellowship of this church, have been
fellow travelers with us on the pilgrim way. Especially we thank you for the
lives and witness of those who, within the year just past, you have received
into your eternal presence:

June A. Baldwin
Anita P. Bill
Carl J. Coder
Jack R. Pearl

The above are church members who died during 2017.
We also wish to remember in prayer those others who died this past year
who are near and dear to the members of this congregation.

May the Peace of Christ be with us all. Amen
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Annual Meeting
Second Congregational Church of Boxford
February 5, 2017
The Annual Meeting of the Second Congregational Church of Boxford, recording a quorum of
more than 30 members, was called to order at 11:30 a.m. by Moderator Mel Buttaro.
Opening Prayer and Pastoral Presentations by Rev. Laura Gronberg – Betty Obernesser, Chris
Barensfeld, Jim Nason, Mel Buttaro, recognized for their services.

Article 1 - It was moved, seconded, and approved unanimously to act upon the reports of Officers,
Boards, and Committees as presented in the Annual Report.
David Benson presented the Treasury Report on behalf of the Trustees.
Budget has a $9000 surplus, thanks to more non-pledged offerings, deficit donations,
and a fundraising event. Accruals in snow removal and maintenance are positive.
 In review of projects from the capital campaign - the East entrance was completed,
there was an emergency replacement of oil tanks, and the steeple repairs were
completed.
 $28K in capital campaign still available for future projects.


Paul Johnson presented the Auditor’s Report for Colleen Kennedy. It shows that the church
finances were as presented by the Treasurer.
Larry Dodge presented a proposed by-law change on behalf of the Deacons. The current
membership by-law language has been clarified. In Section B - An affiliate member is a new
category for persons who have a membership in another church, but also attend Second Church
regularly. In Section C – Friends of Second Church would not be able to be on Diaconate or
Church Council.
Article 3 – It was moved, seconded, and approved unanimously to act upon the proposed by-law
change to Article VI regarding Membership. It was noted that while the article change was well
thought out, there should have been more time for the congregation to review before voting.
The year was reviewed in pictures as prepared by Fred Gronberg.
There was a fellowship break to have lunch.
The 2017 operating budget was presented by David Benson. It had been developed by Trustees
and approved by Church Council.
2017 Budget Presentation:











Expected pledges have been projected at $231,195.
There was an increase in Christian Education budget.
Personnel changes include Stefanie Nolan’s overtaking of the communications position
and the bookkeeping which is reflected in a salary increase.
The minister’s health insurance has been reduced due to spousal coverage.
Payroll has been outsourced.
Water testing needs to be done monthly.
Trustees budget is mainly operational and will be determined as the year goes on.
Church insurance may be increased.
Computer Accrual increased to improve the computer system in church offices.
Outreach donated funds were increased this year to be closer to two years prior.
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Article 2 - A motion was made, seconded, and approved unanimously to act upon the operating
budget for the fiscal (calendar) year 2017 as presented.
Rick Paine presented the proposed Outreach Budget and the proposed $3000 increase. Donations
Pastor’s fund and UCC church mission fund are included in Outreach budget. It was the hope
that the Outreach budget would be 10% of the operating budget.


He discussed the mini-missions the church has been doing. IMEC and the Food
Project have drawn support. There was a $9000 donation to the Food Project
irrigation system from the Capital Campaign. There is $11,000 left for Outreach
work. Ideas for organizations and projects welcome.

Article 4 - A motion was made, seconded, and approved unanimously to act upon the Outreach
budget for the fiscal (calendar) year 2017.
Chris Barensfeld spoke about the nominating roster for committees in 2017.


Sharon Glass nominated to Trustees and Rusty Chadwick nominated to serve as Clerk.

Article 5 - A motion was made, seconded, and approved unanimously to act upon the report of
the Nominating Committee and elect Church Officers, members of Boards and Committees, and
Delegates.
With no further business to come before the congregation, the meeting adjourned with a closing
prayer at 1:20 p.m. by Moderator Mel Buttaro.
Respectfully submitted,
Molly Sorensen, Clerk

Second Congregational Church of Boxford
Special Church Meeting, Sanctuary
Sunday, November 12, 2017
A Special Meeting of the Second Congregational Church of Boxford was held on November 12,
2017 with a quorum of members voting to accept the following articles:
ARTICLE ONE
Motion made and seconded to approve the purchase and installation of a new Hobart low
temperature dishwasher Model LT1-1 for the Church at an estimated total cost of $5,300.00.
Motion passed unanimously without abstentions.
ARTICLE TWO
Motion made and seconded to approved the transfer of up to $5,300.00 from Capital Campaign
funds to finance the purchase and installation of the dishwasher. Motion passed unanimously
without abstentions.
Respectfully submitted,
Roger Chadwick, Clerk
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Warrant
Annual Meeting of the Church, Parish Hall
Sunday, February 5, 2017, 11:30 am

The Annual Meeting of the Second Congregational Church of Boxford, requiring a quorum of 20
members (30 members for bylaw changes), will be held following the worship service to consider
and act upon the following:
To act upon the reports of Officers, Boards, and Committees.
To act upon the operating budget for the fiscal (calendar) year 2017.
To act upon the proposed By-Law change to Article VI regarding Membership - creating
Affiliated Member and Friend of Second Church categories.
To act upon the Outreach budget for the fiscal (calendar) year 2017.
To act upon the report of the Nominating Committee and elect Church Officers, members
of Boards and Committees, and Delegates.

To act upon any other business that may legally come before this meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Molly Sorensen, Clerk
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Warrant
Second Congregational Church of Boxford
Special Church Meeting, Sanctuary
Sunday, November 12, 2017, Immediately Following Worship

A Special Meeting of the Second Congregational Church of Boxford, requiring a quorum of 20
members, will be held following the worship service to consider and act upon the following:
ARTICLE ONE
To act upon the purchase and installation (the "Project") of a new Hobart low temperature
dishwasher Model LT1-1 for the Church at an estimated total cost of $5,300.00.
ARTICLE TWO
If the Project is approved, to act upon the transfer of up to $5,300.00 from Capital Campaign funds
to finance the Project.
The Board of Trustees and Church Council support the Project.
To act upon any other business that may legally come before the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Roger Chadwick, Clerk
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Pastor
Annual Report 2017
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.
~ Colossians 3:12

Throughout the 12 weeks of our summer worship in the
garden, we focused on Compassion. It was good to spend
our time and energy building one another up, sharing our
care and compassion for others, in a year that was otherwise
marked by division in our country. We literally and
figuratively colored our worship and our weeks with
compassion, transforming an oversized blank coloring
poster into a beautiful creation of collaboration and
connection. In those same weeks, dozens of postcards were
sent by folks within our worshiping community, to others in
our hearts and prayers, sharing our compassion with others.
Many of us witnessed and participated in a personally inspiring act of compassion this year. It
remains my favorite moment of 2017. Sandi Nason, who serves as our Music Director as she has
done for 3 decades, exhausted the conventional medicine available for her cancer treatment before
she was exhausted by cancer treatment! Compassionate people from Second Church and from the
Boxford and surrounding communities shared their love
and support, their encouragement and care, for Sandi as
they raised more than the funds needed for an intensive
three-week treatment in Germany. As we blessed her and
Jimmy on their way, it was evident to me and to all the
people gathered around, that God’s love and compassion
was palpable, pulsing through us to Sandi, and from her
back to us. Sandi’s strength and grace continues to
inspire this church and our community, and her ministry
resounds with the sweet sounds of courage and hope.
This year, with an operating budget income line to instigate it, we had a couple
of successful new events in the life of our church. A brainstorming session at
Church Council one evening revealed passionate advocates for smoked ribs and
horseshoes! Who knew? So, the first annual Rib and ‘Shoe Fest was born!
And it was great! Because so many personal invitations were issued, and the
day chosen for the event was *perfect* and a diverse group of judges was
assembled, the event had as many guests from outside the church community as
within. It was a ‘shoe-stopping success, in raising funds and fun.
The church also participated in the Boxford Apple Festival in a new way this
year. With Ladies Charitable Society stepping down from their years of apple pie baking, the
church stepped up to a new apple opportunity. 100 Apple Streusel Cakes were baked at the church
with a fun mix of people and skills and were subsequently all sold at the Apple Festival. I am
grateful for the sweet presence we maintained at this favorite community event.
Our ministry at Second Church is part of a covenant of mutual ministry with the United Church of
Christ. As your pastor, I benefit from the support and inspiration I receive from the local, regional
and national settings of the United Church of Christ (UCC). And, whether you are aware of it, or
not, you also benefit from the circles of support that the UCC offers. As a pastor ordained within
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the UCC, I also serve more than just Second Church. For the past year and a half, I have served as
the moderator of the Northeast Association of the Massachusetts Conference of the UCC. As
such, I chair the Board of Directors for our Association and help to officiate at Ordinations and
Installations around our region. It is a commitment, and it is a privilege.
One of the gifts that came out of my work with the Association, was an Introduction to Racial
Justice training, offered through the Massachusetts Conference (MACUCC). With my excitement,
and the blessing of Second Church, we invited TJ Harper, Associate for Racial Justice Ministries
at the MACUCC, to lead an 8-hour Racial Justice Training here. I was personally amazed and
professionally inspired that seventeen people participated in the two-day educational event! Thank
you for your commitment to “work to provide justice and compassion for all God’s children”.
In addition to the work I have done with the regional
setting of the UCC, I was also asked to serve as a
Massachusetts Conference delegate to General Synod,
which is the national biennial meeting of the UCC. We
met in Baltimore, in the days up to and including the 4th
of July (nothing like a national conference on a national
holiday), to consider resolutions of witness and seek
inspiration through speakers and worship, that seek to
reflect what God is calling us to do and be. I worked with a committee discussing and
recommending a resolution seeking justice for those with disabilities, including fair wages,
affordable and equal healthcare, and educational resources to address the disproportionate police
force used on persons of color with disabilities. It was a rich and tiring week, filled with prophetic
witness and faithful discussions in and out of our plenary meetings.
I am inspired by the work of people across our nation and in our neighborhood who are standing
up for justice. On a local level, I have been grateful for the continuing connections we have with
our outreach partners, and am inspired by some of the outreach ministries that we discovered in
2017. This year, we began to forge partnerships with Dinah’s House and Refugee Immigration
Ministry. Mini-mission opportunities have not had as many participants as we would hope, so I
hope that the congregation will engage in those service events in the year ahead.
It was with sadness that we accepted the resignation of Stefanie
Nolan, our Office Administrator for the past 9 years. She served
us so well in the time she was here! We blessed her in worship
one November Sunday, and missed her before she even left.
Personnel did a fantastic job seeking candidates for our
Bookkeeper/Office Administrator, and it was a joy to welcome
Sandi Tabola to our staff in December. We should have blessed
her for starting a new job at the busiest time of year!
The most treasured part of my work as your pastor, is the time I spend with you: in times of joy,
times of challenge, times of grief, and times of recovery. Thank you for sharing your life with me,
and for inviting me into the most holy moments of your life. Thank you for taking risks to share
with me your truth, whether you are frightened or angry, hurt or in pain, rejoicing or relieved. I
love our shared ministry at Second Church, and I love that you share your stories with me, and that
you share your prayer requests with one another, and that we grow in faith together. You are a
blessing to me. Truly.
In faith,
The Rev. Laura A. Gronberg
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Moderator
Annual Report 2017
Church Council
2017 was a year of transition at Second Church with our long time Treasurer, Betty Obernesser,
having earlier decided to step down from that position, Barc Beahm (Mr. "Church") and wife
Muriel leaving Boxford for Peterborough, New Hampshire, and Stefanie Nolan, our very capable
administrative assistant with nine (9) years of dedicated service, accepting a full time position
elsewhere. Notwithstanding, Second Church continues to forge ahead in its commitments to
inclusivity, mission, our children and youth, and in deepening our relationship with God.
While preserving our most cherished traditions including our participation in the Apple Festival,
Winter Fest, Harvest Supper and other events, we co-sponsored along with i-Farm, a wonderful
new community-wide event, Rib Fest, which by all accounts was a resounding success featuring a
beef/pork rib competition, chili cookoff, and horseshoe pitching teams. The event was so well
received that it will be presented again on June 16, 2018, so save the date.
With the increasing demands upon our time, whether work, academic or family related, it has
become readily apparent that member participation at the Board and Committee levels continue to
decline as is the case in so many of our sister churches. During this year Council will be
considering and exploring alternatives to traditional church governance in an effort to reduce
workloads and encourage wider participation. That said, from my perch as your Moderator I have
gained a greater appreciation for the richness and breadth of the ministries in which Second
Church engages and for the passionate, dedicated people who make Second Church the unique and
special place that it is.
Finally, a note of thanks to Rev. Laura and my
Council colleagues for making this past year a
most pleasant and collaborative experience.
I look forward to working with all of you as we
face the challenges that 2018 will surely present.

In faith,
Jim Sterio, Moderator

10

Clerk
Annual Report 2017
Members added:
New Members
Reinstated Members
By Confirmation

Total
2
1
7

10

Members removed:
Death
Transfer

4
1

5

Members, January 1, 2017
Members, January 1, 2018
Members Added:
New members:
(March 5, 2017)
Reinstated:
Confirmation:
(May 14, 2017)
Members Removed:
Deaths:

Transfer:
Baptisms:

312
317

Ann Abernethy (affiliated member) and
Shari DeAngelis
Evelyn Simpson
Luke Chadwick, Joshua Chadwick, Simon Kotarski,
Rheanna Murray, Caroline Paine, Heather Reid, Zachary Smith
Carl J. Coder - April 11 2017
Anita Bill - September 30, 2017
Jack Raymond Pearl - November 13, 2017
June Abbott Baldwin - December 18, 2017
Karen Kasper
Hudson Rye Fraser, January 22, 2017
Alana Nellie de la Cruz, August 27, 2017
Catherine Grace Breakey, October 29, 2017

Respectfully submitted,
Roger “Rusty” Chadwick, Clerk
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Youth Director
Annual Report 2017
Colossians 1:11 Speaks of being made strong with the strength which comes from God’s glorious
power, so that we might endure everything with patience and joy. Often through this year that
patience has been needed as we have tried to connect with our increasingly over-scheduled youth.
Sometimes that patience has been rewarded and joy abounds.
Our mission trip to Maine last June was one
event that proved to be joyful. We had 19
youth and 5 adults travel to Cherryfield,
Maine to work on a variety of work projects.
One of the joys of mission trips is a week free
from phones for the youth. Often there is
much groaning before we go, but once on
location, the kids forget their phones and
connect with each other. Never has this been
more true than this year. These kids bonded
with each other, supported each other and
worked together to transform the lives of
people we just met. I am grateful for the adults that joined me on this trip, Roger and Scott Reid,
Ben Messenger, Peter Clark, and Tom Peacock, for the skills they shared, for their ability to teach
our youth how to be leaders, and for giving up a week of their time to be with our kids. I, the kids,
and the congregation thank you!
I (we) also want to thank the congregation for making
these trips possible. Without your support in all our
fundraisers (mums, chili, Flatbread pizza to name a few)
these trips would be unaffordable.

Throughout the year we try to provide opportunities for
our youth to gather and serve others. This year some of
these opportunities included Christmas in the City, a
favorite activity for our kids. This year we extended the
invitation to serve to both middle school and high school students after the high school youth
lamented that they missed going. This year we helped sort toys and went “shopping” for one of
the homeless shelters, helping to fulfill the Christmas wishes of the children they serve.
We continue to go to Cor Unum on the first Sunday of each month October through May. This
year has proven to be more of a challenge to fill those monthly youth slots. When youth do
participate, they always walk away feeling good having served our neighbors in need. I thank
Lynn Hopping for being a chaperone each month and making this a ministry she loves to serve.
Sometimes that patience as noted in Colossians has been necessary as we plan events. Last year,
Katie Wheeler and I tried to provide a consistent middle school meeting. Something the kids
could count on every other week. Unfortunately, more times than not, Katie and I were the only
ones who showed up. This year with only one seventh grader and just a few eighth graders, we are
opting for the event driven model. For middle school, Advent workshop, Christmas in the City,
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Children’s Sunday and Easter Sunrise Service are key events that we hope will help create bonds
with the church.
Last year, Sunrise Service fell on the first Sunday of April
school vacation. This made it exceptionally difficult to
recruit participants and congregational attendance was
uncommonly low too. With our enrollment dwindling we
have expanded participation to both middle school and high
school.

Our biggest challenge continues to be how to reach the youth
as their schedules become evermore complex and their
homework load increases. Events that are well attended one
year may not be attended at all due to multiple conflicts. Even the Confirmation class this year
had to go through several schedule adjustments so that we could ensure maximum attendance at
each and every meeting.
Pope Francis, in his Epiphany message, asked his congregants which star do they follow? He
said, “Some stars may be bright but don’t point the way.” I think that is the task for Youth
Ministry in the year ahead, which star or path is the right one to follow? How do we create
bonds with our youth that will last a life time? How do we make church relevant and vital in
their lives? How do we show them that we love and care about them?
I often say there is nothing more constant than change. If the church is to stay vital in the lives
of our youth, change is a must. In the upcoming year I will be looking for youth and adults to
help me envision what that change might be, what star will we follow?
In faith,
Betsey Guest-Natale
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Sunday School Superintendent
Annual Report 2017
SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAMS
We currently have a nursery, preschool-1st grade class, one workshop rotation class as well as a
high school class. We continue to struggle to find teachers. This year we eliminated our Middle
School class due to low attendance. Currently the 7th graders go to the workshop rotation class and
the 8th graders go to the high school class.

Our Nursery has had some changes this year with the hiring of teenagers to care for the babies.
We have approximately 6 teenagers who rotate two at a time in the Nursery. We have 1-3 babies
or toddlers each week.
The Preschool-1st grade class has 4 regular attendees. We have a team of teachers including
Susan McGregor, Nancy Taylor, Missy Reid, Kris Munroe, Sandy Lieto, Julianne Hagstrom, Shari
DeAngelis, and substitute Barbara Was.
The Workshop Rotation students number from 2 to 12 depending on the time of year. In the
spring of 2017 we studied the beginnings of Israel with the 12 tribes, judges, kings and prophets.
This fall we have studied the birth and childhood of Jesus and the calling of his disciples. Our only
teachers this fall are Lori Dox and Lori Fahrner.
The Middle School has been suspended starting in the fall of 2017 due to lack of attendance. We
hope to bring this back next year.
SPECIAL PROGRAMS
I ran two special programs this year: Joyful Feast and Bible Basics.
The Joyful Feast class was held in early spring of 2017
and was attended by 4 students and parents. We learned
the origins of Communion, had a Seder meal, made
chalices, experienced Communion at another church,
and learned about the meaning of Communion.
The Bible Basics class was held in the early fall and
was attended by 4 students and parents. We had a fun
time learning about the parts of the Bible and how to
use the Bible through games, activities and crafts. The
program culminated in the students receiving Bibles
during a church service in October.

In faith,
Lori Fahrner,
Sunday School Superintendent
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Communications Committee
Annual Report 2017
Reporting to the Church Council for oversight, the Communications
Committee was established in April 2010. It is our mission to promote our
church identity and professional presence in our community by continuing to
define our church name and logo, uniform letterhead, and our use of the UCC
logo. Guidelines have been established for improved security, sensitivity,
ethics, legal issues and media uniformity.
Our church family has continued to make progress in effective communication and our
committee now meets only if needed. No committee meetings were held in this past year.
Leadership and support continue for many activities including the Church Website, Audio/
Visual Systems, Photography Ministry and the holiday Polar Express.
The most notable achievement for this year was the installation of a new computer network
that has greatly improved our office production and communication.
A special thanks and appreciation to those who give so much:




Rick Goodrich – Facebook Publishing
Sandy Lieto – Photography Ministry
Michelle Rose – Photography Ministry

Polar Express:











Chris Barensfeld
Lori & Joe Dox
Rev. Laura Gronberg
Linda Lambert
Steve & Leah Miller
Jimmy Nason
Linda Skibicki
Jim & Eileen Sterio
Barbara & Bob Was
Mark & Kathy Zagranis

We are stronger when we listen, and
smarter when we share.
― Rania Al-Abdullah

Respectfully submitted,
Fred Gronberg, Chair
Chris Barensfeld, Jim Sterio, & Bob Was
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Northeast Association Delegate
Annual Report 2017
Our Northeast Association is one of 10 in the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of
Christ. We are represented by 130 clergy in a new compilation of the former Andover and Essex
Association. Delegates from the UCC churches in the Association meet twice yearly to discuss
issues and programs the UCC deems of interest and importance to churches in our area. From
time to time, delegates also meet in Ecclesiastical Council to hear and examine candidates for
ordination to UCC ministry.

It is with pride and joy that I joined the Northeast Association as the Second Church delegate this
year as Reverend Laura became Moderator. We are a lucky congregation to have her experience
and immersive involvement in the UCC.
This year our Conference made an effort to identify and clarify their purpose while enhancing
relationships with fellow congregations through the Making it Real Campaign. Members of our
regional churches were trained and then invited to meet with, lead and equip other congregations
seeking to clarify their mission.
Another initiative that our church benefitted from was Racial Justice Training. This two day
program was brought to our congregants by way of exposure through the Northeast Association in
collaborative effort of the Massachusetts and Connecticut Conferences. The purpose of this
training was to make us all aware of personal, institutional and systemic racism. As an Open and
Affirming congregation we have made a declaration to welcome every person because they are
children of God – those of any age, ability, race, culture and ethnicity, family configuration, health
status, immigration status, whether with children or not, as well as any other description that might
separate and divide us. Through this justice training we were given the tools and language to bind
us all as one body of Christ.

Respectfully submitted,

Kimberly Robertson, Delegate
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Hospitality Committee
Annual Report 2017
The Hospitality Committee at Second Congregational Church of Boxford hosts a dynamic coffee
hour each week so that our parishioners get to enjoy an amazing collection of culinary delights
prepared by the dedicated women who bake each week. These women not only share their baking
talents, but are present early on Sunday mornings to set up and get ready for the arrival of the
parishioners, stay after coffee hour to clean up, and take the soiled dish and table cloths home to be
laundered. Their enthusiasm makes these delicious coffee hours warm and welcoming, affording
the congregation an opportunity to share conversations, connect with old friends, and meet new
ones. This year I had an idea to introduce Pie Sunday. It proved to be a tremendous success, as
members of the congregation were asked to bake their favorite pie, or if they chose, to purchase
one. The response was overwhelming with a count of 36 beautiful pies. It was truly a success.
There was also a variety of ice cream, berries, and nuts which I purchased for toppings, or if
children just wanted to indulge in ice cream. Because we had a few too many pies, and an
abundance of the same varieties, next year we will provide a sign-up sheet with the most popular
pies listed with a certain number of each for people to choose from.
As the Hospitality Committee scheduler, I coordinate the schedule which is broken down into two
season schedules; the winter and spring schedule; and the summer and fall schedule. The summer
months from June to the first week in September, are hosted in the Park House, located across
from the church, following worship in the garden, weather permitting. There are also various
church committees and groups that assist with hosting coffee hour on certain Sundays. For this
year they were:





Ladies Charitable
Outreach
Christian Education
Trustees





Deacons
Church Council
Stewardship

The Ladies Charitable Society hostesses provide several of these.
Currently, the Hospitality Committee has only 5 members who are
scheduled on a rotating basis. Ideally, two members should work
together each week, however, having only 5 members, only one person
can be scheduled per week. Our members are Leah Miller, Shari
DeAngelis, Betty Obernesser, Jean Bruns, and Maria Yanagi. We have
volunteer bakers consisting of Evelyn Simpson, Kimberley and Morgan
Robertson, Ann Abernethy, Donna Ellis, Cora Wong, and Bev Killam.

Several other people helped with filling our schedule for 2017; Jeff
Yanagi, Barbara Was and her family, Marge Hildebrand, Mo Miller,
Shirley Stromberg, Rusty Chadwick, and Stephen Miller.
For our Mother’s Day coffee hour, we asked the men of the congregation to host coffee hour. This
year Mother’s Day coffee hour was hosted by Rusty Chadwick, Dick Cole, Jeff Yanagi, and
Stephen Miller.
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The Committee members are responsible for set-up,
which consists of stations for coffee, tea, half and half,
sugar, stirrers, and cold drinks such as water and
lemonade. The regular snacks available are cheese and
crackers, gold fish and or pretzels for the children and
the delicious baked goods and fruit provided by the
team members for that week.
The Hospitality Committee has a small budget, which
is supplemented with weekly donations from the
‘thank you’ basket. Coffee, tea, hot chocolate, sugar, half and half, lemonade, cheese,
crackers, gold fish and pretzels are purchased from this and the budgeted funding.
Betty Obernesser has been assisting me with the schedule and is the purchasing agent for the
items needed for coffee hour, however, during the winter months I take over that duty.
A special thank you to the Nasons for providing celebratory cakes for New Members and
Confirmation Sundays, and to the Bensons for providing ice cream sundaes on Memorial Day
and “Undies Sunday”.
Respectfully submitted,
Leah Miller, Co-Chair
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Nominating Committee
Annual Report 2017
The Nominating Committee is responsible for recruiting members of the congregation to serve
on the various boards and committees necessary for the daily operation of the church and our
church mission. The slate of volunteers is printed in the annual report and is presented at the
annual meeting for approval by the congregation.
Many committees do not require church membership. If you are interested in serving on a
committee, please contact me or any member of a board or committee for additional information.
Many of the opportunities do not include evening meetings such as ushers, decorating and
hospitality. These are three excellent committees that provide an opportunity for those new to
the church to meet members of the congregation in a low key, informal atmosphere.
The Nominating Committee is appointed by the Church Council. The chair of the Nominating
Committee or the designated member of the committee is a voting member of the Church
Council. The council would welcome anyone interested on serving on this very important
committee. Please contact me or the Church Moderator, Jim Sterio, for any information
regarding duties and responsibilities.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Was

Pastor-Parish Relations Committee (PPRC)
Annual Report 2017
The Pastor-Parish Relations Committee (PPRC) meets bi-monthly reviewing and discussing
various aspects of church life at Second Church. The committee's primary focus is to foster and
maintain a healthy and positive relationship among the Pastor, staff, and members of the
congregation. PPRC is comprised of five (5) members including a representative from Trustees
and Deacons, the Moderator, and two (2) at-large members selected by the Pastor. This year we
welcomed Martha Maysek representing the Trustees, and Rick Goodrich as an at-large member,
both of whom bring fresh perspectives of Church dynamics enriching our conversations. If
there is a concern which you would like to raise and discuss with us, please feel free to contact
one of us.
Respectfully submitted,
Bob Was, Chair
Rev. Laura A. Gronberg, Martha Maysek, Rich Goodrich, Jeff Yanagi, Jim Sterio

19

Massachusetts Conference Delegate
Annual Report 2017
The Annual Meeting of a Conference in the United
Church of Christ looks, in many ways, like the
Annual Meeting of a local United Church of Christ
church. This year’s Annual Meeting was held in
Hartford, Connecticut at the downtown Convention
Center on June 16 and 17. And that is its own story,
because it was a break in the tradition of meeting in
Massachusetts.
But this year’s Annual Meeting was unusual because it brought together the Connecticut
Conference, the Rhode Island Conference, and the Massachusetts Conference in a Tri-Conference
Annual Meeting, with the theme: Together, As One.
These three Conferences have been in a several-year-process of considering ways to work
together, so as to share resources and enhance the life of each Conference. Still in process as to all
the particulars, it is expected that each Conference will retain its own charter and identity, while
also working as a Southern New England Tri-Conference body. It is seen, not as a merger, but as a
co-operative, inter-relational, covenantal body.
On a personal note, it was wonderful for your pastor, Laura
Gronberg, and for myself that we got to share this Tri-Conference
Annual Meeting with Laura’s brother and my son, Mark
Abernethy, who has long been a pastor in the Connecticut
Conference. Many, in Hartford, who knew us, got a kick out of the
“Abernethy Family Reunion” taking place at the meeting. We
were also able to “bed down” at Mark’s house, which is
approximately 20 minutes from the Convention Center.
The meeting itself had wonderful energy. Opening worship set the stage with African drummers
and dancers igniting the Spirit, with lusty congregational singing, and with Rev. Dr. Maritza de
Gonzalez, the co-pastor of Manantial de Gracia (Spring of Grace) Church in West Hartford giving
the sermon.
The meeting closed with worship as well, in a Service that included communion, an enthusiastic
blessing of the meeting’s accomplishments, and a sending forth of the delegates, empowered to do
the work of the church. Worship is one of the central elements of any Conference Annual
Meeting, as it is in any local church gathering.
The second element of every Annual Meeting is Business. Some of this year’s meeting took place
in separate spaces (within the Convention Center), one space for each Conference. Laura and I, for
instance, attended a lively discussion, relevant to Massachusetts, about a proposed resolution
entitled: Opposition to Sentences of Life Imprisonment Without Opportunity for Parole.
Ultimately, this resolution was adopted. Also adopted were a budget for the Massachusetts
Conference, fees for Fellowship Dues, the Conference’s retention rate, and OCWM goals. This all
related specifically to the business of the Massachusetts Conference.
Every Annual Meeting has an Educational component, as well. The keynote speaker at this
historic meeting was Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, the General Minister and President of the United
Church of Christ. With wisdom, humor, humility, and a vast array of experience, he mapped out a
vision for the United Church of Christ in the coming years. As the author of: Beyond Resistance:
The Institutional Church Meets the Postmodern World, he spoke about the church’s resistance to
change and the essential ways in which it must change to be Christ’s ongoing witness in the world
for justice, mission, and ministry.
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A lot of this year’s education, understandably, had to do with giving delegates a chance to hear
and ask questions about the Tri-Conference proposal. Each Conference needed to vote separately
on whether to proceed to further define, in the coming year, how that union will look, and how it
will incorporate both separate identities and a combined identity. Thrillingly, to the delegates at
the Tri-Conference Annual Meeting, each Conference separately and overwhelmingly voted to
proceed to the next step in that union. Great was the gathering’s celebration over this news.
Of the vote Massachusetts Conference Minister and President, the Rev. Dr. Jim Antal said, “As
some of our churches approach their 400th Anniversary, the United Church of Christ is doing a
new thing. We are discovering unity without uniformity while we celebrate diversity without
division. Today we affirmed the ties that bind. In the coming year we will explore the power and
possibility of a collective voice and vision.”
The fourth and final component is: Fellowship and Play
A delegate to the Conference Annual Meeting may think that they are going to enact the work of
the Conference, through voting, and to be the gathered church in worship, and to learn of the work
of the Conference and its churches. But, in truth, they may leave remembering just how much fun
it was.
It is fun because you are always seeing people you have known in the past – and the reunions are
enthusiastic and hug-filled.
It is fun because at every meal and break you are meeting old acquaintances and making new ones
– and you are having lively conversations catching up or hearing about the lives of people and
churches with whom you have things in common.
There is, therefore, always an element, at every Annual Meeting, of a family reunion. And part of
the fun is sharing the experience with the delegates from your own church! So, while you have
been at work, it may in the end, be the fellowship and play that you remember and delight in the
most.

Respectfully submitted,
Christine Barensfeld, Ann Abernethy, and Laura
Gronberg, Delegates
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Board of Christian Education
Annual Report 2017
The Board of Christian Education works to provide an enriching and empowering education for the
children, youth and young adults of our church community. Monthly meetings enable us to plan
and implement our programming.
The Christian Education staff members are Youth Director Betsey Guest-Natale and Sunday School
Superintendent Lori Fahrner. The nursery is currently staffed by the youth of our community on a
rotating basis.
Details of the Sunday School and Youth Programs are outlined in reports from each of these staff
members.
We welcomed two new members to our board this year: Robin Beardsley and Roberta Perella.
They add new dimensions to our existing crew.
From the inspiration and initiative of Kimberley Robertson, we hosted a new event this year, “A
Palm Sunday Celebration.” Patterned after our very successful Advent Workshop, there was food
and crafts for all. We hope to continue this event in upcoming years.
Our 51st Annual Advent Workshop was again under the very able direction of Karen Hussey. We
ate soup, bread and sweet treats while making beautiful crafts. Adults and children joined in the
excitement of the season.
The Board of Christian Education looks forward to an enriching and educational year in 2018. We
hope that you will join us in ministering to our children and youth. Teachers and chaperones are a
critical need. Please contact a member of the committee if you would like to volunteer. We have
opportunities for all levels of involvement.
In faith,
Barbara Was, Chairperson
Lori Fahrner, Sunday School Superintendent
Betsey Guest-Natale, Youth Director
Susan McGregor
Robin Beardsley
Roberta Perella
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Board of Outreach
Annual Report 2017
The responsibilities of the Board of Outreach include encouraging, promoting and distributing the
benevolence from our congregation. Funding for Outreach is by promised giving, special events
and special collections.
This year we welcomed Kimberly Robertson to our committee and said adieu to Chris Johnson.
Chris served for 2 terms and was a font of Outreach historical knowledge and kept great records,
was wonderful at correspondence and made thorough notes of our meetings. All these skills will
be missed, especially the keeping of meeting minutes as will be evident in this years’ report! We
look forward to welcoming Mark Zagranis to the Board. Mark has been participating in our last
few meetings in anticipation of his official installment to our committee at the Church’s Annual
Meeting.
The promised giving portion of our church’s budget in 2017 was $16,137, an increase of $2,591
over the 2016 Outreach budget but a smaller percentage of the total budget than in 2015. It has
been distributed to 26 worthy local, national and international organizations. These distributions
can be reviewed in the Treasurer’s report. This year Waltham House was removed and Trevor
Project was again restored to our list of recipient groups. Our $600 donation to HAWC was
leveraged this year to get our Church’s logo included on the banner as a sponsor of their annual
“Walk for HAWC” held last April, where Rick Paine and Evelyn Simpson ran a water table to
support the walkers.
For many years the Church has had a fund donated in the name of Archimedes Thomas and
designated for scholarships for students from the Dominican Republic. With permission from Dr.
Thomas’ widow this fund has now been closed – after a lot of inquiries to identify worthy
recipients, in April the Board voted to send the $1480 to the Mota sisters who are attending
nursing school at the Central University of the East in San Pedro de Macoris.

The United Church of Christ collections for 2017 were the usual ones our church has participated
in: Neighbors in Need $655, Veterans of the Cross $827 and One Great Hour of Sharing $815.
Another special collection was for the Church World Service Blankets and Tools Program $577.
After the 3 devastating hurricanes of this past August-September, the church held a special
collection and donated $1,444 to UCC Disaster Ministries. The hurricanes also led us to hold a
collection to create packets of hygiene kits, more than 51 were created and $241 donated and
delivered to the collecting organization in Acton.
Undies Sundaes morphed this year into Undies Sundays – and
even with the lost enticement of a ceremonial sundae Second
Church donated 348 pairs of children’s underwear and 147 pairs
of children’s socks to our neighbor Community Giving Tree- and
3 packs of adult underwear to Lifebridge! White Gifts Sunday in
December meant yet another impressive donation; bags full of
toys and clothing from our congregation to Emmaus House in
Haverhill and to the Community Giving Tree. And, yet again,
our ingatherings throughout the year meant hundreds of pounds of donated food was delivered in
the church’s name to local food pantries at Emmaus House and Haven From Hunger in Peabody.
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The Board of Outreach is still working on identifying a worthy project for the tithe from the
Widening the Welcome Capital Campaign. Through a drop-by Outreach booth at coffee hour last
spring and an online survey conducted last fall we sought to identify which causes our church
community is most interested in supporting. The survey results were inconclusive yet still of
value in that they showed nearly equal support for all the charitable categories. Feedback from
the booth showed immigrant support as an important issue to get involved in and to that end the
Board met in May with Ruth Bersin, Director of Refugee Immigration Ministry, and a long-time
Boxford resident!
Refugee Immigration Ministry (RIM) has for decades provided housing and other early support
services for recently arrived refugees. The Topsfield Congregational Church has for many years
run the local “cluster” of RIM and in October Ben Messenger and Pastor Laura met with the
leader of that group and Ben has been attending their monthly meetings since September. In
November the Board voted to donate $700 to RIM from our “Undesignated Benevolence” funds.
Throughout this past year the Board has also been developing a relationship with a woman’s
support organization in Haverhill called Dinah’s House. In December the Board voted to donate
$237 to them from Undesignated Benevolence. We will be continuing to identify other ways to
support their mission including donations of excess food from our coffee hours.
In October a small group went to The Food Project
in Lynn to work in their fields one morning. There
was not enough response to our IMEC appeals to
put together a team last year. In June our front
lawn and bathrooms were made available to riders
in the annual Emmaus House bike-a-thon. We
hope to expand this to a more active role in 2018.
In 2018 the Board hopes to organize more “mini”
mission opportunities to expand our relationships
with our designee organizations.
The Board of Outreach continues to receive wonderful heartfelt thank you notes from those
organizations that our church has helped. Please know that your rich blessings and generosity
have been shared with those who need shelter, food, clothing, education, rebuilding, support,
medical assistance, asylum and the comfort of knowing that others care and this has made a
difference in countless lives.
The Board by-laws call for a minimum membership of 7 – this level has not been reached for
many years – we welcome your participation! Please join us in our mission and good works!
Respectfully submitted,
Ben Messenger, Rick Paine
and Kimberly Robertson
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Diaconate
Annual Report 2017
2017 ....Here are a few items The Deacons have been maintaining and implementing this past year.
We met as a group on a late winter Saturday morning to gather our thoughts and get to know each
a bit better. We welcomed our newest Deacon, Sue Nichols. We each shared our faith,
backgrounds and upbringings. It was intriguing to learn how we all ended up at Second Church.
We support Laura with each week and each holiday.
Ash Wednesday service
Tenebrae
Lenten Series
Lenten Witness statements
Confirmation
We lined up witnesses for Lenten statements.
We hosted Adult Ed with movies, discussion and hospitality.

We wrote opening prayers and served Communion at our Summer Services.
We organized Welcome Sunday with a traditional BBQ.
We shared Blue Christmas Prayers.
We blessed and passed on prayer shawls.
Sarah Paine gathers our prayer requests each week, records them.... forwards them via email to a
prayer chain...sends out cards with joys or concerns. A gift I treasure.
Lastly, we would like to emphasize how much we will miss Jeff Yanagi, as his terms have ended.
Thank you for all your great minutes, Jeff, and for your fantastic work as a Deacon.
Dick Cole, Brad Shores, Leigh Farmer, Sue Nichols, Ginny Keilty, Steve Miller, Jeff Yanagi,
Sarah Paine, Larry Dodge..... A very committed committee!!!
Respectfully “committed”,
Mo Miller, Chair
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Decorating Committee
Annual Report 2017
Committee members – Marge Hildebrand, Kris Munroe, and Ginny Keilty along with Roberta
Perella who joined us this year.
Each member was assigned a Sunday for Sanctuary flowers. Each
week the committee will get in touch with whoever is signed up to see
what needs to be put in the bulletin, and relay this information to the
church administrator. If no one has signed up for a week, it is that
committee member’s responsibility to provide an arrangement or plant
for the altar on behalf of the Decorating committee. The committee
member may donate or be reimbursed for their arrangement.
Whoever is signed up for a week is also responsible for watering any plants/flowers that may stay
longer than that Sunday, such as for Easter, Christmas and the urns out front.
A look back at 2017 decorations:
 For Lent, we started with just the birch cross. Each
Sunday leading up to Easter something was added – rocks
on window sills and the birch cross, then twigs and
branches, Succulents, moss and burlap.


For Palm Sunday, Palm buds and 2 palm plants were
purchased and used for decoration.



For Easter Sunday, 17 lilies, 25 daffodils and 12 mini
daffs were ordered from Nunan’s. 18 of these plants were
purchased by members of the congregation.



New, larger urns were donated to replace the ones in the
front of the church, to be more in scale with the church.
These were planted with geraniums and other annuals for
Memorial Day and maintained throughout the summer months.



For Rally Sunday in September, the urns were planted with fall plantings - mums,
grasses and ornamental cabbage. These were changed out twice before the winter
greens were put in.



New committee member, Kathy Zagranis, joined us in November.



In-gathering Sunday, a cornucopia of fresh fruit
was arranged for the altar table with fruit placed in
each window as well. All fruit was then donated
for Outreach to bring to designated shelters.



Greens Workshop, the Wednesday before Advent,
A fresh green hanging basket and wreath were
created for Rev. Laura’s home, as well as a fresh
basket for the Park house porch and a smaller
arrangement for Sandi Tabola’s desk.
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5 arrangements with fresh greens, red berries and red bow
were made for the sanctuary windows. Alstromeria were added
2 weeks before Christmas.



The Advent wreath was provided by Tina (Benson) de la Cruz.
This was placed on a table with a sheer white cloth over a blue
cloth.



Wreaths were hung on the Sanctuary wall with the help of Paul
Johnson. The wreath with personalized ornaments, in
celebration of the Advent Workshop, was hung again this year over the door by the
organ. One very large wreath was hung outside by Bernie Miller and Rusty Chadwick.



25 poinsettias were ordered from Nunan’s (19 white and 6 red). 19 of the poinsettias
were purchased by members of the congregation. These were placed in the sanctuary
from Sunday December 17 through December 31.

New, 2018 signup sheet for Sanctuary flowers is now
posted on bulletin board.
Respectfully submitted,
Ginny Keilty
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Music Committee
Annual Report 2017
Our beautiful instruments, the Senior Choir and Bell Choir continue to be both an active and an
integral part of our worship. Member participation in both choirs remains steady. We tend to
enjoy an increase in participation throughout the various Church seasons especially for Christmas
and Easter. The senior choir offered their gifts at Four Mile Village in Boxford during Advent.
Unfortunately the Junior Choir has struggled due to low numbers in the choir’s age group.
We continue to be blessed with guest soloists and instrumentalists including Pam Moline’s faithful
dedication on flute. We were also blessed with Molly Sorenson on oboe and Paul Abreu on guitar
during Advent. Taylor Hussey also continues to support us occasionally with drums, as well as the
saxophone. Bria Dox also offered her gifts on the trumpet. This year we welcomed guest organist
Laura Hargrove for (3) weeks to cover Ken’s vacation. Kimberly Robertson supported music
direction during summer worship to cover medical leave for Sandi as well as offering her gifts as
an occasional soloist.
Our 1880 Woodbury and Harris Pipe Organ continues to experience an intermittent issue with
“stuck” note(s). Andover Organ suggested we activate the humidifier which is part of our furnace.
We took their recommendation and Ken is continuing to monitor the organ. A hygrometer has also
been placed in the area of the organ to gauge humidity levels. Records indicate the piano has not
been tuned since May of 2014. This is not out of neglect; it just continues to remain in tune with
our organ which was tuned in October of this
year.
Respectfully submitted,
Co-Chairs: Rick Goodrich & Liz Kretsch
Music Director Sandi Nason, Organist Ken
Littlefield and Pastor/Rev. Laura Gronberg
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Usher Committee
Annual Report 2017
The ushers have the responsibility to prepare the sanctuary for the Sunday service, participate in
the service, pick up the sanctuary following the service, and help count the money from the
collection.
Preparation of the sanctuary includes posting the hymn numbers, preparing the altar and providing
fresh ice water for Reverend Laura, turning on the audio system and checking the microphones
and batteries, ringing the church bells, putting out the children’s books and crayons, greeting
parishioners as they arrive, helping any parishioner who may need special assistance and handing
out bulletins. Ushers place the name tag box in the narthex so congregants may find their name
tag to wear.
In-service usher activities include lighting the candles on, and around, the altar at the beginning of
the service and extinguishing the candles at the end of the service. Also, ushers record the
attendance for church records and collect the children’s and the general offerings.
After the service is concluded and the parishioners have departed the sanctuary, the ushers collect
anything that might have been left behind in the pews, return children’s books and crayons to the
usher’s closet, turn off and lock the sound system, close all doors, and turn off all lights. After
hospitality hour, the ushers return the name tag box to the narthex.
Ushers also attend to special services such as Christmas Eve, Blue Christmas and, if necessary,
funerals.
As the Diaconate representative to the ushers, I would like to thank Sergio Buttaro, Dick Cole,
Mary Dodge, John Hagerman, Jim Nichols, Peter Maysek, Brian Farmer, and Bernie Miller for
serving as ushers this past year. Their attention to detail and smiling faces are instrumental in the
overall welcoming and positive experience our parishioners enjoy each Sunday morning.
Respectfully submitted,
Steve Miller
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Board of Christian Stewardship
Annual Report 2017
The Board of Christian Stewardship is charged with conducting the church’s annual Stewardship
Campaign, during which members and friends of Second Church are asked to pledge a portion of
their financial resources to support the church’s many ministries for the coming year.
2017 began with Leslie Levenson serving with Jean Bruns and Brad Shores on this Board. When
Leslie moved, Ann Abernethy replaced her. In all instances, our pastor, Rev. Laura Gronberg, is
an amazing resource and full participant in the Stewardship effort. What’s fun about this Board is
how well its members get along and how beautifully their separate skills and talents fit into a
workable and effective whole. Stewardship? Fun? Absolutely!
This year’s Stewardship theme was: Thanks-living. It encouraged the
congregation to think about blessings in their lives, to recognize God as the
giver of good gifts, and to be thankful – thankful for life, for faith, for our
church, and for our church’s outreach to others. Gratitude inspires generosity.
It affirmed, in the spirit of II Corinthians 9:11, that great generosity enriches
the giver and participates in creating the church’s gratitude to God.
We were aided in this year’s campaign by a generous, anonymous donor who
promised to match every new pledge with a $500 additional gift to the church.
Thank you! We were aided, too, by several thoughtful and generous people from the congregation
who gave Stewardship Witnesses in worship: Fred Gronberg, Jeff Yanagi, Chris Johnson, and
Evelyn Simpson. Thank you!
We also were aided by a tree, created by Nicole Pero, and mounted on the
front right wall of the church. Thank you! Weekly we added colored leaves
to the tree: Yellow for every pledging unit; Green for new pledges; and
Red for every increased pledge. This visual served as both a reminder and a
celebration of the campaign, as pledges came in, spurred by the packet of
information developed by the Board of Christian Stewardship, and sent to
every household. Thank you to ladder climbers, leaf creators, booklet
drafters, prayer-of-gratitude writers, and, most of all, to everyone who
pledged. We are so grateful! We had many new pledgers and many who
increased their pledge, and that is cause for celebration!
The bottom line of every Stewardship Campaign is the figure, at its end, that the Board of
Christian Stewardship presents to the Trustees for the drafting of an annual budget. Once the
budget is drafted it is presented to the congregation both in a hearing and then for a vote. While the
Board of Christian Stewardship, aided by others, did everything it could to generate more income
for the coming year, it looks as if the church has neither dramatically increased nor dramatically
decreased its level of contribution. This is good news/bad news! It would be wonderful to be able
to say that this year the congregation has more money to work with for its amazing ministries than
previous years, but we cannot say that. Members of the congregation alone set the monetary
perimeters of the church’s ministries.
Respectfully submitted,
Ann Abernethy,
for Jean Bruns, Brad Shores, and Rev. Laura Gronberg
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Board of Trustees
Annual Report 2017
The Board of Trustees had a busy year in 2017. David Benson, our chair for the past several years,
stepped down officially but still maintained a strong presence behind the scenes to help with the
transition to the current chair. In addition, our Treasurer, Betty Obernesser, retired after many
years of outstanding service to the Church and we still have not been able to fill that important
position. This report summarizes the activities of the Board of Trustees for the past year but omits
many of the details that transpired to maintain the finances and the facilities of Second Church.

FINANCE
The pending retirement of the Treasurer caused the Trustees to evaluate those duties and to make
several changes. We outsourced the payroll function which was a major part of the Treasurer’s
job. We also moved the bookkeeping function to our Administrative Assistant, who now prepares
and records the checks for signature by one of the Trustees. We still lack the monthly reports
showing the status of our operating budget and the various funds owned by the Church. The
financial results for 2017 and the proposed budget for 2018 are provided elsewhere in this Report.
FACILITIES & INFRASTRUCTURE
In February, the Trustees were approached by our neighbors, Bruce and Judy Kamps, who live in
the house across the parking lot from the Community Giving Tree. The Kamps proposed swapping
two parcels of land, providing them a better location for a septic upgrade needed for a future sale
of their property. They offered a small piece of land along the shore of the pond and adjacent to
the Memory Garden in return for a larger lot along Main Street near the parking lot. The Trustees
and the Council both discussed the proposal but could not reach a consensus recommendation to
bring to a Church Meeting. This situation was conveyed to the Kamps and we anticipate that they
will bring an alternative proposal to the Trustees in 2018.
In March, it was brought to our attention that the computer system for the Church offices was quite
antiquated and having problems on a weekly basis. Fred Gronberg got quotes for a major upgrade
to the system. The best quote was discussed with the Trustees and Council and a Special Church
Meeting was held June 4, 2017 to vote on the computer system upgrade. The Church approved
moving forward with the upgrade and allocated $7,000 from the Capital Campaign Fund to pay for
it. Fred oversaw the upgrade which was completed on July 1, 2017. The Church staff is thrilled
with the new computer system.
In April, the motor on the industrial dishwasher in the Parish Hall kitchen broke. David Benson
was instrumental in helping us eventually solve this problem. At first, we thought our options were
to fix the current unit or to replace it with a new unit. We learned that a new dishwasher that is
equivalent to our current one would cost more than $10,000 and, in addition, we thought that new
regulations would require us to install a grease trap which would be an additional $12,000. We
first tried to repair the current unit but were unable to remove the motor since it had basically
rusted in place. In the mean time, David, had some discussions with the town’s Board of Health
and the Plumbing Inspector to see if they would waive the requirement for the grease trap due to
our low use of the dishwasher. Thankfully, the town officials agreed to waive the requirement for
the grease trap. We also learned that our existing dishwasher is a high-temperature model and that
low-temperature dishwashers that use chemicals to sanitize the dishes are available for much less
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money, around $4,000. On Sunday, Nov. 12, 2017, at a Special Meeting of the Church, the
congregation voted to purchase a new low-temperature dishwasher with money from the Capital
Campaign fund. At this time, the old dishwasher has been disconnected and the new dishwasher
has been ordered. The last remaining issue is that the plumbing for the old unit no longer meets
code so that needs to be fixed before the new machine can be installed.
Over the summer, Laura proposed that we improve the access to the Memory Garden especially
for folks with disabilities. We approached Charlie Killam for a proposal. We accepted his proposal
and the new ramp was built with memorial funds.
The “Dirty Sunday” clean-up days continue to be a great success with church-wide participation
by people of all ages.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
This year the Trustees received help from many people. At the risk of
leaving someone out, we would like to thank the following people:
Barc Beahm who continued to field phone calls and help the Church
from afar; David Benson who was very helpful with the dishwasher
and was supportive of the Trustees during his sabbatical; Charlie
Killam who built the access ramp to the Memory Garden and provided
his equipment for the Dirty Sundays; Fred Gronberg who managed and
supported the computer system upgrade; Kimberly Robertson who did
a fantastic job as Sexton, again; Stef Nolan who was our bookkeeper
this year; Martha Maysek who was instrumental in getting the pew
cushions and was a valuable member of the Trustees; Dennis Kent who
does many of the Trustee projects and who will be sorely missed; Paul
Johnson who was key to keeping the Trustees up to date on the
financial status of the Church; Jeff Rice who kept the Trustee minutes
and did many surprise projects for the Church; and Sharon Glass who was our correspondent and
kept the Trustees grounded.
Respectfully submitted,
Peter Clark, Chair
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Landscape Committee
Annual Report 2017
Your Landscapers have kept up with pruning and weeding, with huge help from our congregation
on Dirty Sunday!!!
Charlie Killam manned his big equipment and was an enormous help, despite not feeling “tip-top”.
Thanks so much, Charlie!
The beach roses at the center of the parking lot were not appreciated by our most hard working
Bensons. And so Charlie removed them and placed a few rocks and plants in their place. It will
make caring for this area much easier.
I would like to mention that June Baldwin helped for many years.
If you have any interest and ideas about the over-all look of our church grounds, please check with
the Trustees. We welcome all to join our small group!!
Faithfully, Sharon Glass, Tricia and David Benson, Marge and George Hildebrand,
Chris Barensfeld, Sandi and Jimmy Nason, Martha Maysek and Bernie Miller
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Ladies Charitable Society
Annual Report 2017
Mission Statement:
Meeting together, working together, learning and laughing together, the women of the Ladies
Charitable Society make a difference in our community and the world as we reach out to serve
those in need, while helping to ensure that faith and church remain a vital force in our time.
Membership:
Ladies Charitable currently has 30 Active Members and 7 Honorary Members.
Benevolence and Church Support:
Our Christmas giving totaled $3,500 for this year. A list of the charities we supported is below. In
addition, this spring we awarded two $500 Scholarships to Graduating Seniors Robert Dodge and
Matt Gronberg. We also donated $500 to UCC for hurricane relief, $1500 to a church family in
need, and $300 towards facilities updates in the Park House.
Programs:
2017 was a busy year for Ladies Charitable. We have had a good year, enjoying the programs and
working on crafts. Our monthly meetings and programs continue to take place on the second
Wednesday of the month with a summer break in July and August. We are devoting our efforts
this year to encouraging all the women of our church to join the ranks of Ladies Charitable.
Crafters:
A small but dedicated group of women meet on Wednesday mornings at the Park House to make
fleece blankets for Community Giving Tree and create unique crafts for the holiday boutique
under the dedicated leadership of Sue Was.
Coffee Hour and Collations:
Ladies Charitable hosted six coffee hours throughout the church year and continues to provide
collations following the memorial services of departed church members, friends, families, and
members of the greater community whenever needed. Donations for this service are always
appreciated.
Prayer Shawl Ministry:
A few dedicated prayer shawl knitters continue to provide occasional shawls as they are able. The
prayer shawls are quickly distributed for those in need.
Fundraisers:
Ladies Charitable held one fundraiser this year at the Holiday Boutique/Yuletide Market Place in
December.
Respectfully submitted,
Sue Was, President

2017 Christmas Benevolence - $3,500
Tri Town Council
$200
Cor Unum
Doctors Without Borders
$300
Lifebridge
Lazarus House
$300
HAWC
Emmaus House
$350
VNA Network
Community Giving Tree
$350
Angel Flight
Bread & Roses
$500
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$300
$200
$300
$200
$500

Community Giving Tree
Annual Report
July 2016 - June 2017
Community Giving Tree is grateful to the congregation for its continued support of our mission to
help low-income families in northeastern Massachusetts raise healthy children by providing
recycled clothing, baby equipment and other basic necessities.
Mission Accomplishments

Continued Growth
A new three-year strategic plan was developed and began implementation in January 2017.
Expand the Mission. Strengthen the Organization. Develop Social Enterprise.
Bundles of Kindness Program
10,388 children received our services in 2016-2017
Top Ten Communities Served
Lawrence, Haverhill, Lynn, Lowell, Methuen, Salem, Amesbury, Beverly, Peabody, Danvers
Back to School Program
2,000 filled backpacks distributed
200 Social Workers participated
Mother’s Day program
1,300 bags distributed
100 Father’s Day bags distributed
Give the Gift of Warmth Holiday Program
175 Social Workers representing 57 agencies participated in the event
Helped 1,147 kids
Diaper Drive

17 organizations participated in February event; many individual donors ran drives or donated
15,500 diapers collected

Agency Partners

835 Active Social Workers enrolled to receive our services
30 Towns Served

Volunteers
Total of 9,132 volunteer hours

Thank you for helping us help those in need.
Warmest regards,
Jean Pagliuca,
Executive Director
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Second Congregational Church of Boxford, UCC
Proposed Outreach Budget 2018
2018
Proposed
Budget

2016 Budget

2017 Budget

$450.00
$850.00
$400.00
$850.00
$550.00
** $237.00

$550.00
$1,000.00
$500.00
$1,000.00
$600.00

$800.00
$1,200.00
$1,000.00
$1,200.00
$0.00

** $237.00
$750.00
$1,000.00
$600.00

$800.00
$800.00
$1,200.00
$600.00

$500.00
$300.00
$500.00
$600.00
$700.00
$550.00
$700.00
$500.00
** $700.00
$550.00
$700.00
$0.00
$1,000.00

$600.00
$200.00
$0.00
$800.00

Local and Regional Mission:
Beyond Soccer, Lawrence
Bread and Roses, Lawrence
Citizens Inn, Peabody
Community Giving Tree, Boxford
Community Works, Inc. Lawrence
Cor Unum, Lawrence
Dinah's House, Haverhill
Esperanza Academy, Lawrence
Emmaus House, Haverhill
Family Promise, Beverly
(Family Promise)
Food Project, Lincoln
Friends of Boxford, COA
Girls Inc of Lynn
HAWC, Salem
Haven from Hunger, Peabody
LGBT Asylum, Worcester
Lifebridge, Salem
Pastoral Excellence (MA UCC)
Refugee Immigration Ministry, Topsfield
SiSe Puede, Lawrence
Tri-Town Council, Topsfield
Waltham House, Waltham
Windrush Farm, Boxford

$650.00
$850.00
$400.00
** $200.00
$400.00
$250.00
$400.00
$500.00
$650.00
* $500.00
$650.00
$450.00
$500.00
$650.00
* $100.00
$850.00

National & International:
Carmen Pampa
Caribbean targeted donation (TBD)
IMEC, North Andover
Partners In Development, Ipswich
Trevor Project
Undesignated Benevolence **
Inclusive Organization *

TOTAL - Outreach Donated Funds
Percentage of Operating Budget
Pastors Fund
UCC United Church Mission
TOTAL
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$600.00
$800.00
$600.00
$1,000.00
$600.00
$600.00
$1,200.00

$400.00
$650.00
$400.00
$450.00

$450.00
$700.00
$600.00
$600.00
$250.00

$0.00
$750.00
$700.00
$700.00
$500.00

($437.00)
($600.00)

($937.00)

$782.00

$13,237.00
7.11%

$16,137.00
7.97%

$18,032.00
TBD

$0.00
$7,294.00

$800.00
$7,295.00

$800.00
$8,400.00

$20,531.00

$24,232.00

$27,232.00

Draft Roster for Committees
Annual Meeting February 4, 2018
First Elected

Moderator (1)
1) Jim Sterio
Clerk (1)
1) Rusty Chadwick
Assistant Treasurer (2)
1) Brad Shores
2) Dan Bruns
Auditor (1)
1) Vacant
Church Historian (1)
1) Martha Clark
Secretary of Memorials (1)
1) Jean Bruns
Diaconate (12)
1) Dick Cole
2) Maureen Miller
3) Vacant
4) Leigh Farmer
5) Larry Dodge
6) Ginny Keilty
7) Stephen Miller
8) Vacant
9) Brad Shores
10) Sarah Paine
11) Susan Nichols
12) Vacant
Christian Education (9)
1) Karen Hussey
2) Vacant
3) Vacant
4) Vacant
5) Susan McGregor
6) Vacant
7) Robin Beardsley
8) Barbara Was
9) Vacant
Outreach (7)
1) Kimberly Robertson
2) Mark Zagranis
3) Vacant
3) Vacant
5) Rick Paine
6) Ben Messenger
7) Vacant (youth rep)
Christian Stewardship (7)
1) Vacant
2) Brad Shores
3) Jean Bruns
4) Ann Abernethy
5) Vacant
6) Vacant
7) Vacant (youth rep)

Ends at Annual
Meeting

Terms start at end
of Annual Meeting

2 year term (3-term max)
2017
2019
3 year term (2-term max)
2017
2020
3 year term (2-term max)
2014
2020
2016
2019
1 year term (unlimited term)
2018
2019
6 year term (unlimited term)
1992
2022
3 year term (unlimited term)
2017
2020
3 year term (2-term max) Must be a Church Member
VOTE
2013
(F)
2021
VOTE
2014
(F)
2021
2018
2021
VOTE
2015
2021
2013
2019
2016
2019
2016
2019
2018
(F)
2019
2014
2020
2014
2020
2017
2020
2018
(F)
2020
3 year term (2-term max)
VOTE
2018
2021
2018
2021
2018
2021
2018
(F)
2019
2013
2019
2018
(F)
2019
2017
2020
2014
2020
2018
(F)
2020
3 year term (2-term max)
VOTE
2017
2020
2017
2020
Council Vote 9/2017 VOTE
2018
(F)
2021
2018
(F)
2021
2013
2019
2013
2019
2018
(F)
2020
3 year term (2-term max)
2018
2021
2016
(F)
2021
VOTE
2016
2019
2016
(F)
2019
Council Vote 8/2017 VOTE
2018
2020
2018
2020
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Trustees (6)
1) Vacant
2) David Benson
3) Paul Johnson
4) Peter Clark
5) Jeff Rice
6) Sharon Glass
Music (3)
1) Vacant
2) Liz Kretsch
3) Rick Goodrich
4) Vacant (youth rep)

3 year term (2-term max) Must be a Church Member
2018
2021
VOTE
2018
2021
2016
2019
2013
2019
2014
2020
2017
2020
3 year term (2-term max)
2018
2021
2016
2019
2014
2020

Decorating (6)
1) Kathy Zagranis
2) Susan Young
3) Marge Hildebrand
4) Kris Monroe
5) Ginny Keilty
6) Roberta Perella
Ushering (4 pairs)
1) Peter Maysek
2) Sergio Buttaro
3) Brian Farmer
4) Dick Cole
5) Bernie Miller
6) Mary Dodge
7) John Hagerman
8) Jim Nichols
Hospitality (4)
1) Shari DeAngelis
2) Jean Bruns
3) Betty Obernesser
4) Rusty Chadwick
5) Vacant
6) Leah Miller
7) Vacant
8) Vacant
9) Vacant
10) Vacant
Nominating Committee (6)
1) Bob Was
2) Vacant
3) Vacant
4) Vacant
5) Vacant
6) Vacant
Essex Association Delegates (2)
1) Kimberly Robertson
2) Vacant
UCC Mass Conference Delegates (2)
1) Ann Abernethy
2) Vacant
Treasurer
1) Vacant

3 year term (2-term max)
2018
2018
2016
2016
2014
2017
2 year term (3-term max)
2014
2018
2016
2018
2018
(F)
2018
(F)
2014
(F)
2017
2 year term (3-term max)
2016
2013
(F)
2013
(F)
2018
(F)
2018
(F)
2015

2021
2021
2019
2019
2020
2020

VOTE
VOTE

2020
2020
2020
2020
2019
2019
2019
2019

VOTE
VOTE
VOTE
VOTE
VOTE
VOTE

VOTE
2018
VOTE
2018
VOTE
2018
VOTE
2020
2020
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
3 year term (2-term max) Nominated by Church Council
VOTE
2014
(F)
2021
2018
2020
2020
2019
2019
1 year term (unlimited term)
VOTE
2017
2018
1 year term (unlimited term)
2016
2018
2018
2019
Appointed by Church Council every 3 years
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VOTE
(unlimited term)
Vacant

(F) - Filling the end of the Term
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Second Congregational Church of Boxford
United Church of Christ

173B Washington St.
P.O. Box 508
West Boxford, MA 01885
978 352-2127
www.secondchurchboxford.org

The Rev. Laura A. Gronberg, Pastor
Betsey Guest-Natale, Youth Director
Sandi Tabola, Office Administrator
Sandi Nason, Director of Music
Ken Littlefield, Organist
Lori Fahrner, Sunday School Superintendent
Kimberly Robertson, Sexton
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