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Eternal God, we bless you for the great company of all those who have kept 

the faith, finished their race, and who now rest from their labor.  We praise you 

for those dear to us, those who, through fellowship of this church, have been 

fellow travelers with us on the pilgrim way.  Especially we thank you for the 

lives and witness of those who, within the year just past, you have received 

into your eternal presence: 

June A. Baldwin 

The above are church members who died during 2017. 

We also wish to remember in prayer those others who died this past year 

who are near and dear to the members of this congregation. 

 

May the Peace of Christ be with us all.  Amen 

IN MEMORIAM  

Anita P. Bill 

Carl J. Coder 

Jack R. Pearl 
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Annual Meeting 
Second Congregational Church of Boxford 

February 5, 2017 
 
 
The Annual Meeting of the Second Congregational Church of Boxford, recording a quorum of 

more than 30 members, was called to order at 11:30 a.m. by Moderator Mel Buttaro. 

Opening Prayer and Pastoral Presentations by Rev. Laura Gronberg ï Betty Obernesser, Chris 

Barensfeld, Jim Nason, Mel Buttaro, recognized for their services. 

Article 1 - It was moved, seconded, and approved unanimously to act upon the reports of Officers, 

Boards, and Committees as presented in the Annual Report. 

David Benson presented the Treasury Report on behalf of the Trustees. 

§ Budget has a $9000 surplus, thanks to more non-pledged offerings, deficit donations, 

and a fundraising event.  Accruals in snow removal and maintenance are positive.  

§ In review of projects from the capital campaign - the East entrance was completed, 

there was an emergency replacement of oil tanks, and the steeple repairs were 

completed.  

§ $28K in capital campaign still available for future projects. 

Paul Johnson presented the Auditorôs Report for Colleen Kennedy.  It shows that the church 

finances were as presented by the Treasurer. 

Larry Dodge presented a proposed by-law change on behalf of the Deacons.  The current 

membership by-law language has been clarified.  In Section B - An affiliate member is a new 

category for persons who have a membership in another church, but also attend Second Church 

regularly. In Section C ï Friends of Second Church would not be able to be on Diaconate or 

Church Council. 

Article 3 ï It was moved, seconded, and approved unanimously to act upon the proposed by-law 

change to Article VI regarding Membership.  It was noted that while the article change was well 

thought out, there should have been more time for the congregation to review before voting. 

The year was reviewed in pictures as prepared by Fred Gronberg. 

There was a fellowship break to have lunch. 

The 2017 operating budget was presented by David Benson.  It had been developed by Trustees 

and approved by Church Council.   

2017 Budget Presentation: 

§ Expected pledges have been projected at $231,195. 
§ There was an increase in Christian Education budget. 
§ Personnel changes include Stefanie Nolanôs overtaking of the communications position 
and the bookkeeping which is reflected in a salary increase. 

§ The ministerôs health insurance has been reduced due to spousal coverage. 
§ Payroll has been outsourced. 
§ Water testing needs to be done monthly. 
§ Trustees budget is mainly operational and will be determined as the year goes on. 
§ Church insurance may be increased. 
§ Computer Accrual increased to improve the computer system in church offices. 
§ Outreach donated funds were increased this year to be closer to two years prior. 
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Article 2 - A motion was made, seconded, and approved unanimously to act upon the operating 

budget for the fiscal (calendar) year 2017 as presented. 

Rick Paine presented the proposed Outreach Budget and the proposed $3000 increase. Donations 

Pastorôs fund and UCC church mission fund are included in Outreach budget.  It was the hope 

that the Outreach budget would be 10% of the operating budget. 

§ He discussed the mini-missions the church has been doing.  IMEC and the Food 

Project have drawn support.  There was a $9000 donation to the Food Project 

irrigation system from the Capital Campaign.  There is $11,000 left for Outreach 

work.  Ideas for organizations and projects welcome. 

Article 4 - A motion was made, seconded, and approved unanimously to act upon the Outreach 

budget for the fiscal (calendar) year 2017. 

Chris Barensfeld spoke about the nominating roster for committees in 2017.  

§ Sharon Glass nominated to Trustees and Rusty Chadwick nominated to serve as Clerk. 

Article 5 - A motion was made, seconded, and approved unanimously to act upon the report of 

the Nominating Committee and elect Church Officers, members of Boards and Committees, and 

Delegates. 

With no further business to come before the congregation, the meeting adjourned with a closing 

prayer at 1:20 p.m. by Moderator Mel Buttaro. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Molly Sorensen, Clerk 

Second Congregational Church of Boxford 
Special Church Meeting, Sanctuary 
Sunday, November 12, 2017 

 
 
A Special Meeting of the Second Congregational Church of Boxford was held on November 12, 

2017 with a quorum of members voting to accept the following articles: 

 

ARTICLE ONE 

 

Motion made and seconded to approve the purchase and installation of a new Hobart low 

temperature dishwasher Model LT1-1 for the Church at an estimated total cost of $5,300.00. 

Motion passed unanimously without abstentions.  

 

ARTICLE TWO 

 

Motion made and seconded to approved the transfer of up to $5,300.00 from Capital Campaign 

funds to finance the purchase and installation of the dishwasher. Motion passed unanimously 

without abstentions.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Roger Chadwick, Clerk 
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Warrant 
Annual Meeting of the Church, Parish Hall 
Sunday, February 5, 2017, 11:30 am 

 
 
 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Second Congregational Church of Boxford, requiring a quorum of 20 

members (30 members for bylaw changes), will be held following the worship service to consider 

and act upon the following: 

To act upon the reports of Officers, Boards, and Committees. 

To act upon the operating budget for the fiscal (calendar) year 2017. 

To act upon the proposed By-Law change to Article VI regarding Membership - creating 

Affiliated Member and Friend of Second Church categories. 

To act upon the Outreach budget for the fiscal (calendar) year 2017. 

To act upon the report of the Nominating Committee and elect Church Officers, members 

of Boards and Committees, and Delegates. 

To act upon any other business that may legally come before this meeting. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

Molly Sorensen, Clerk 
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Warrant 
Second Congregational Church of Boxford 
Special Church Meeting, Sanctuary 

Sunday, November 12, 2017, Immediately Following Worship 
 
 
 

A Special Meeting of the Second Congregational Church of Boxford, requiring a quorum of 20 

members, will be held following the worship service to consider and act upon the following: 

ARTICLE ONE 

To act upon the purchase and installation (the "Project") of a new Hobart low temperature 

dishwasher Model LT1-1 for the Church at an estimated total cost of $5,300.00. 

ARTICLE TWO 

If the Project is approved, to act upon the transfer of up to $5,300.00 from Capital Campaign funds 

to finance the Project. 

The Board of Trustees and Church Council support the Project. 

To act upon any other business that may legally come before the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Roger Chadwick, Clerk 
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Pastor  
Annual Report 2017 

 
 

As Godôs chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 

~ Colossians 3:12  

 
Throughout the 12 weeks of our summer worship in the 

garden, we focused on Compassion. It was good to spend 

our time and energy building one another up, sharing our 

care and compassion for others, in a year that was otherwise 

marked by division in our country.  We literally and 

figuratively colored our worship and our weeks with 

compassion, transforming an oversized blank coloring 

poster into a beautiful creation of collaboration and 

connection.  In those same weeks, dozens of postcards were 

sent by folks within our worshiping community, to others in 

our hearts and prayers, sharing our compassion with others. 

Many of us witnessed and participated in a personally inspiring act of compassion this year.  It 

remains my favorite moment of 2017.  Sandi Nason, who serves as our Music Director as she has 

done for 3 decades, exhausted the conventional medicine available for her cancer treatment before 

she was exhausted by cancer treatment!  Compassionate people from Second Church and from the 

Boxford and surrounding communities shared their love 

and support, their encouragement and care, for Sandi as 

they raised more than the funds needed for an intensive 

three-week treatment in Germany.  As we blessed her and 

Jimmy on their way, it was evident to me and to all the 

people gathered around, that Godôs love and compassion 

was palpable, pulsing through us to Sandi, and from her 

back to us.  Sandiôs strength and grace continues to 

inspire this church and our community, and her ministry 

resounds with the sweet sounds of courage and hope.  

This year, with an operating budget income line to instigate it, we had a couple 

of successful new events in the life of our church.  A brainstorming session at 

Church Council one evening revealed passionate advocates for smoked ribs and 

horseshoes!  Who knew?  So, the first annual Rib and óShoe Fest was born!  

And it was great!  Because so many personal invitations were issued, and the 

day chosen for the event was *perfect* and a diverse group of judges was 

assembled, the event had as many guests from outside the church community as 

within.  It was a óshoe-stopping success, in raising funds and fun. 

The church also participated in the Boxford Apple Festival in a new way this 

year.  With Ladies Charitable Society stepping down from their years of apple pie baking, the 

church stepped up to a new apple opportunity.  100 Apple Streusel Cakes were baked at the church 

with a fun mix of people and skills and were subsequently all sold at the Apple Festival.  I am 

grateful for the sweet presence we maintained at this favorite community event. 

Our ministry at Second Church is part of a covenant of mutual ministry with the United Church of 

Christ.  As your pastor, I benefit from the support and inspiration I receive from the local, regional 

and national settings of the United Church of Christ (UCC).  And, whether you are aware of it, or 

not, you also benefit from the circles of support that the UCC offers.  As a pastor ordained within 
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the UCC, I also serve more than just Second Church.  For the past year and a half, I have served as 

the moderator of the Northeast Association of the Massachusetts Conference of the UCC.  As 

such, I chair the Board of Directors for our Association and help to officiate at Ordinations and 

Installations around our region.  It is a commitment, and it is a privilege. 

One of the gifts that came out of my work with the Association, was an Introduction to Racial 

Justice training, offered through the Massachusetts Conference (MACUCC).  With my excitement, 

and the blessing of Second Church, we invited TJ Harper, Associate for Racial Justice Ministries 

at the MACUCC, to lead an 8-hour Racial Justice Training here.  I was personally amazed and 

professionally inspired that seventeen people participated in the two-day educational event!  Thank 

you for your commitment to ñwork to provide justice and compassion for all Godôs childrenò. 

In addition to the work I have done with the regional 

setting of the UCC, I was also asked to serve as a 

Massachusetts Conference delegate to General Synod, 

which is the national biennial meeting of the UCC.  We 

met in Baltimore, in the days up to and including the 4th 

of July (nothing like a national conference on a national 

holiday), to consider resolutions of witness and seek 

inspiration through speakers and worship, that seek to 

reflect what God is calling us to do and be.  I worked with a committee discussing and 

recommending a resolution seeking justice for those with disabilities, including fair wages, 

affordable and equal healthcare, and educational resources to address the disproportionate police 

force used on persons of color with disabilities. It was a rich and tiring week, filled with prophetic 

witness and faithful discussions in and out of our plenary meetings.  

I am inspired by the work of people across our nation and in our neighborhood who are standing 

up for justice.  On a local level, I have been grateful for the continuing connections we have with 

our outreach partners, and am inspired by some of the outreach ministries that we discovered in 

2017.  This year, we began to forge partnerships with Dinahôs House and Refugee Immigration 

Ministry.  Mini-mission opportunities have not had as many participants as we would hope, so I 

hope that the congregation will engage in those service events in the year ahead. 

It was with sadness that we accepted the resignation of Stefanie 

Nolan, our Office Administrator for the past 9 years.  She served 

us so well in the time she was here!  We blessed her in worship 

one November Sunday, and missed her before she even left.  

Personnel did a fantastic job seeking candidates for our 

Bookkeeper/Office Administrator, and it was a joy to welcome 

Sandi Tabola to our staff in December.  We should have blessed 

her for starting a new job at the busiest time of year! 

The most treasured part of my work as your pastor, is the time I spend with you:  in times of joy, 

times of challenge, times of grief, and times of recovery.  Thank you for sharing your life with me, 

and for inviting me into the most holy moments of your life.  Thank you for taking risks to share 

with me your truth, whether you are frightened or angry, hurt or in pain, rejoicing or relieved.  I 

love our shared ministry at Second Church, and I love that you share your stories with me, and that 

you share your prayer requests with one another, and that we grow in faith together.  You are a 

blessing to me.  Truly. 

In faith, 

The Rev. Laura A. Gronberg 

https://www.macucc.org/staffdetail/1428197
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Moderator 
Annual Report 2017 
Church Council 

 
 

2017 was a year of transition at Second Church with our long time Treasurer, Betty Obernesser, 

having earlier decided to step down from that position, Barc Beahm (Mr. "Church") and wife 

Muriel leaving Boxford for Peterborough, New Hampshire, and Stefanie Nolan, our very capable 

administrative assistant with nine (9) years of dedicated service, accepting a full time position 

elsewhere.  Notwithstanding, Second Church continues to forge ahead in its commitments to 

inclusivity, mission, our children and youth, and in deepening our relationship with God. 

While preserving our most cherished traditions including our participation in the Apple Festival, 

Winter Fest, Harvest Supper and other events, we co-sponsored along with i-Farm, a wonderful 

new community-wide event, Rib Fest, which by all accounts was a resounding success featuring a 

beef/pork rib competition, chili cookoff, and horseshoe pitching teams.  The event was so well 

received that it will be presented again on June 16, 2018, so save the date. 

With the increasing demands upon our time, whether work, academic or family related, it has 

become readily apparent that member participation at the Board and Committee levels continue to 

decline as is the case in so many of our sister churches.  During this year Council will be 

considering and exploring alternatives to traditional church governance in an effort to reduce 

workloads and encourage wider participation.  That said, from my perch as your Moderator I have 

gained a greater appreciation for the richness and breadth of the ministries in which Second 

Church engages and for the passionate, dedicated people who make Second Church the unique and 

special place that it is. 

Finally, a note of thanks to Rev. Laura and my 

Council colleagues for making this past year a 

most pleasant and collaborative experience. 

I look forward to working with all of you as we 

face the challenges that 2018 will surely present. 

 

In faith, 

Jim Sterio, Moderator 
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Clerk 
Annual Report 2017 

 
 

Members added:          Total 

  New Members     2 

  Reinstated Members    1 

  By Confirmation    7        10 

   

Members removed: 

  Death      4       

  Transfer     1                     5 

 

Members, January 1, 2017                     312 
Members, January 1, 2018         317 

 

Members Added: 

New members:  Ann Abernethy (affiliated member) and 
(March 5, 2017) Shari DeAngelis 
 

Reinstated:  Evelyn Simpson 
 

 Confirmation:  Luke Chadwick, Joshua Chadwick, Simon Kotarski, 

 (May 14, 2017) Rheanna Murray, Caroline Paine, Heather Reid, Zachary Smith 

 

Members Removed: 

 Deaths:  Carl J. Coder - April 11 2017  

Anita Bill - September 30, 2017 

Jack Raymond Pearl - November 13, 2017 

June Abbott Baldwin - December 18, 2017 

 

Transfer: Karen Kasper 

  
Baptisms:            Hudson Rye Fraser, January 22, 2017 

Alana Nellie de la Cruz, August 27, 2017 
Catherine Grace Breakey, October 29, 2017 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Roger ñRustyò Chadwick, Clerk 
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Youth Director 
Annual Report 2017 

 
 
Colossians 1:11 Speaks of being made strong with the strength which comes from Godôs glorious 

power, so that we might endure everything with patience and joy.  Often through this year that 

patience has been needed as we have tried to connect with our increasingly over-scheduled youth.  

Sometimes that patience has been rewarded and joy abounds. 

 

Our mission trip to Maine last June was one 

event that proved to be joyful.  We had 19 

youth and 5 adults travel to Cherryfield, 

Maine to work on a variety of work projects.  

One of the joys of mission trips is a week free 

from phones for the youth.  Often there is 

much groaning before we go, but once on 

location, the kids forget their phones and 

connect with each other.  Never has this been 

more true than this year.  These kids bonded 

with each other, supported each other and 

worked together to transform the lives of 

people we just met.  I am grateful for the adults that joined me on this trip, Roger and Scott Reid,  

Ben Messenger, Peter Clark, and Tom Peacock, for the skills they shared, for their ability to teach 

our youth how to be leaders, and for giving up a week of their time to be with our kids.  I, the kids, 

and the congregation thank you! 

 

I (we) also want to thank the congregation for making 

these trips possible.  Without your support in all our 

fundraisers (mums, chili, Flatbread pizza to name a few) 

these trips would be unaffordable.   

 

Throughout the year we try to provide opportunities for 

our youth to gather and serve others.  This year some of 

these opportunities included Christmas in the City, a 

favorite activity for our kids. This year we extended the 

invitation to serve to both middle school and high school students after the high school youth 

lamented that they missed going.  This year we helped sort toys and went ñshoppingò for one of 

the homeless shelters, helping to fulfill the Christmas wishes of the children they serve.   

 

We continue to go to Cor Unum on the first Sunday of each month October through May.  This 

year has proven to be more of a challenge to fill those monthly youth slots.  When youth do 

participate, they always walk away feeling good having served our neighbors in need.  I thank 

Lynn Hopping for being a chaperone each month and making this a ministry she loves to serve. 

 

Sometimes that patience as noted in Colossians has been necessary as we plan events.  Last year, 

Katie Wheeler and I tried to provide a consistent middle school meeting.  Something the kids 

could count on every other week.  Unfortunately, more times than not, Katie and I were the only 

ones who showed up.  This year with only one seventh grader and just a few eighth graders, we are 

opting for the event driven model.  For middle school, Advent workshop, Christmas in the City, 
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Childrenôs Sunday and Easter Sunrise Service are key events that we hope will help create bonds 

with the church.   

 

Last year, Sunrise Service fell on the first Sunday of April 

school vacation.  This made it exceptionally difficult to 

recruit participants and congregational attendance was 

uncommonly low too.  With our enrollment dwindling we 

have expanded participation to both middle school and high 

school. 

 

Our biggest challenge continues to be how to reach the youth 

as their schedules become evermore complex and their 

homework load increases.  Events that are well attended one 

year may not be attended at all due to multiple conflicts.  Even the Confirmation class this year 

had to go through several schedule adjustments so that we could ensure maximum attendance at 

each and every meeting.   

 

Pope Francis, in his Epiphany message, asked his congregants which star do they follow?  He 

said, ñSome stars may be bright but donôt point the way.ò  I think that is the task for Youth 

Ministry in the year ahead, which star or path is the right one to follow?  How do we create 

bonds with our youth that will last a life time?  How do we make church relevant and vital in 

their lives?  How do we show them that we love and care about them?   

 

I often say there is nothing more constant than change.  If the church is to stay vital in the lives 

of our youth, change is a must.  In the upcoming year I will be looking for youth and adults to 

help me envision what that change might be, what star will we follow?   

 

In faith, 
 

Betsey Guest-Natale 
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Sunday School Superintendent 
Annual Report 2017 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

We currently have a nursery, preschool-1st grade class, one workshop rotation class as well as a 

high school class. We continue to struggle to find teachers. This year we eliminated our Middle 

School class due to low attendance. Currently the 7th graders go to the workshop rotation class and 

the 8th graders go to the high school class. 

 

Our Nursery has had some changes this year with the hiring of teenagers to care for the babies. 

We have approximately 6 teenagers who rotate two at a time in the Nursery. We have 1-3 babies 

or toddlers each week. 

 

The Preschool-1st grade class has 4 regular attendees. We have a team of teachers including 

Susan McGregor, Nancy Taylor, Missy Reid, Kris Munroe, Sandy Lieto, Julianne Hagstrom, Shari 

DeAngelis, and substitute Barbara Was. 

 

The Workshop Rotation students number from 2 to 12 depending on the time of year.  In the 

spring of 2017 we studied the beginnings of Israel with the 12 tribes, judges, kings and prophets. 

This fall we have studied the birth and childhood of Jesus and the calling of his disciples. Our only 

teachers this fall are Lori Dox and Lori Fahrner. 

 

The Middle School has been suspended starting in the fall of 2017 due to lack of attendance. We 

hope to bring this back next year. 

 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

I ran two special programs this year: Joyful Feast and Bible Basics.  

 

The Joyful Feast class was held in early spring of 2017 

and was attended by 4 students and parents. We learned 

the origins of Communion, had a Seder meal, made 

chalices, experienced Communion at another church, 

and learned about the meaning of Communion. 

 

The Bible Basics class was held in the early fall and 

was attended by 4 students and parents. We had a fun 

time learning about the parts of the Bible and how to 

use the Bible through games, activities and crafts. The 

program culminated in the students receiving Bibles 

during a church service in October. 

 
In faith, 
 

Lori Fahrner, 
Sunday School Superintendent 
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Communications Committee 
Annual Report 2017 

 
 
Reporting to the Church Council for oversight, the Communications 

Committee was established in April 2010.  It is our mission to promote our 

church identity and professional presence in our community by continuing to 

define our church name and logo, uniform letterhead, and our use of the UCC 

logo.  Guidelines have been established for improved security, sensitivity, 

ethics, legal issues and media uniformity. 

Our church family has continued to make progress in effective communication and our 

committee now meets only if needed.  No committee meetings were held in this past year. 

Leadership and support continue for many activities including the Church Website, Audio/

Visual Systems, Photography Ministry and the holiday Polar Express. 

The most notable achievement for this year was the installation of a new computer network 

that has greatly improved our office production and communication. 

A special thanks and appreciation to those who give so much: 

§ Rick Goodrich ï Facebook Publishing 
§ Sandy Lieto ï Photography Ministry 
§ Michelle Rose ï Photography Ministry 
 

Polar Express: 

§ Chris Barensfeld 
§ Lori & Joe Dox 
§ Rev. Laura Gronberg 
§ Linda Lambert 
§ Steve & Leah Miller 
§ Jimmy Nason 
§ Linda Skibicki 
§ Jim & Eileen Sterio 
§ Barbara & Bob Was 
§ Mark & Kathy Zagranis 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Fred Gronberg, Chair 
Chris Barensfeld, Jim Sterio, & Bob Was 

We are stronger when we listen, and 
smarter when we share. 

ˈ Rania Al-Abdullah 


